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The SPEAKER took the Chsir at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FEDERAL ROAD GRANT.

Erpenditure in Geraldton and Greenough
Districts.

Hon. G. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Works: What was the amount of money
spent in the Geraldton and Greenough road
districts, from the 1st Japuary to the 3lst
QOctober, 1927, under the Federal Aid HRoads
Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
teraldton Road Board district, nil. Green-
ough Road Board district—developmental
rpads: Georgina N.E. and S.W. road €450,
MeCartney road £500; Trunk road: Moora-
tieraldton, Crampton seetion £13,000. Total
£13,950.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, EJANDING
NORTHWARD.

Mr. LINDBAY asked the Minister for
Works : 1, Will the Ejanding Nerthward
railway, or any portion of it, be available
for moving this season’s harvest? 2, If
su, how many miles will be available and
when will the section be open for traffic?
3, Have arrangements been made for stack-
ing site at sidings? 4, Will the railway be
available to shift superphosphate? 5, If
so, when?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, 10 miles by January; 30 miles
hy March; 57 miles by May; these on the
assumption that rails now on order are
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delivered, as expected. 3, Dumps can bo
arranged at the following siding sites if
required :—(1) 124m. 40chns, (2) 129m.
4Uchns., (3) 134m. 6G5¢hns., (4) 142m.
4d¢hns., {(5) 149m. 3chas., (6) 155m, 17¢has.,
{7) 162m. 16¢hns, (8) 16:m. 35chns., (D)
175m. 20chns., Eulya. 4 and 5, See an-
swer Lo 2,

QUESTION—LAND INSPECTION, DAN-
DARRAGAN-JURIEN BAY.

Mr. FERGUSON asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Has an officer of the Agricultaral
Bank or the Lands Department made an
inspection of the country between Dan-
darragan and Jurien Bay? 2, If so, ig 't
the Minister’s intention to lay (be report
on the Table?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. 2, See reply to Question 1.

QUESTION—PARLIAMENT HOUSE,
COMPLETION.

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: 1, What
is the estimated cost of comnpleting Parlia-
ment House? 2, Does the scheme entail the
removal of the Public Works Department
and Water Supply Department buildings?
3, Has a modified proposal to include the
erection of suitable quarters for the “Han-
sard” staff been investigated?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No recent esti-
mate has been prepared. 2, The original
acheme provided for the removal of the
Public Works and Water Supply building.
3, No.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Inaccurate Division List.

MR, PANTON (Menzies) [4.35]: I desire
to make a personal explanation. A division
was taken on Thursday night last on the
second reading of the Stave Insurance Bill.
I was appointed teller on the Government
side of the Honse. The name of the mem-
ber for Cune (Mr. Chesson) was ineluded
among those voting with the “Ayes” in-
stead of that of the member for East Perth
{Mr. Kenneally). As it appears in the
“VYotes and Proceedings” and in “Hansard”
and is an obvious mistake, it should be
corrected. Mr. Chesson’s name appears
correctly in “Hansard” among the pairs as
voiing with the “Ayes.”
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motions by Mr. North, leave of ab-
sence granted to the member for Wagin
(Mr. Stubbs) for two weeks on the ground
of ill-health, and to the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale) for one month on
the ground of urgent private business.

BILL—STATE INSURANCE.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—BRIDGETOWN LOT 39A,
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

A, MeCallum—Sonth Fremantle [4.38] in
moving the second reading said: The old
Mechanies’ Institute at Bridgetown was
vested in trustees, to be used as an institute
and library. The trnstees desired to be re-
lieved of their trust and transferred the
property to the local road board. The Titles
Oifice have refused to make the transfer
becsuse of the trust that the deed contained.
The gbject of the Bill is to permit of the
transfer heing made from the trustees to
the road board. The idea of the latter 1s
to either raise & loan to erect a new build-
ing on the existing site and to provide an
up-fo-date mechanics’ institute and library,
or to sell the present site and to purchase
8 new one and ereet another building tor
the same purposes as those for which the
old one has been utilised. The trustees and
ihe local authority have been urging for
some time that this course should be adopted.
There is no division of opinion among the
people coneerned, and it is merely a question
of giving effect to the desires of those in the
locality. We frequently have Bills of this
description before us, permitting the sale pf
property, provided that the money arising
from the transaction shall be used for sim-
ilar purposes in respect of another block.
T move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT,.
Second Reading.

MR. LATHAM (York) [4.41] in moving
the second reading said: T do not anticipate
any opposition to the Bill beganse T believe
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all hon. members are seized with the desir-
ability of fostering the sheep-raising indus-
try. The Bill will assist in that direction.
Frequently the House has passed measures
with the object of assisling those engaged
in sheep raising, either by affording protec-
tion or in other directions. That was dore
when the Vermin Aect was amended a litile
while ngo and taxation -was imposed to
assist in the destruction of dingoes and wild
dogs. The Bill proposes to go a little fur-
ther in that direction so that there shall
be a more carveful eontrol exercised over
domestie dogs. During the last year or fwo
the Road Boards Association, the Pastoral-
ists’ Association, the Primary Producers’ As-
gociation, and practically every loeal au-
thority throughont the State have interested
themselves in the problem of the domestie
dogs that bave a tendeney to run wild, The
objeet of the Bill is to render assistance
in that direetivn. It ig not intended to pre-
vide the local anthorities with greater power
if they do not desire to use it. It has to
be admitted that much of the power already
vested in loeal authorities bas not been used
by them through their officials, While 1
regret that the importance of the legislation
already in existence has not appealed to
everyone concerned, I hope the introdue-
tion of the Bill will bring home to themn
the fact that the handling of such measures
should be treated more seriously than in the
past. The Bill will provide further assist-
ance to those who may require fo exercise
the powers. The Bill will give power to
local authorities to refuse to register any
mongrel known to them.

The Minister for Works: 1t does no} say
“mongrels” in the Bill.

Mr. LATHAM: At present any quad-
ruped may be brought along and ‘be
registered by the authorities. T hope
that no local nuthority will refuse to register
& good useful dog. This will merely give
them power to refuse to register any doyz
that they think should not be registered.

The Minister for Works: And if there is a
disagrcement as to whether the dog should
be registered, vou cxpect me to decide the
question? I thought you objected to my
having such power.

Mr. LATHAM : Now the Minister has ad-
mitted that he does everything. I will not
credit him with that altogether. His officials
will be quite competent to deal with that
phase and it is only fair to give the people
the right of appeal to the Minister control-
ling the department that administers the
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provisions of the Dog Act and similar legis-
latioe. T hope the Minister will not raise
that guestion and oppose the Bill because he
happens to be the Minister in charge of that
department. .

Mr. Marshall: What about the position of
the S.P.C.A.?

My, LATHAM: I shall have something
to say regarding that body later on. This
will give loeal anthorilies the right to refuse
registration in respect to domestic dogs that
they know to be a menace to the community.
Sueh dogs may be known to he allowed by
their owners to run all over the place. Fre-
quently dogs constitute an annoyance to
people using the roads. It is diffieult to
destroy them under many circumstances, I
know people can take legal proceedings
agninst the owner, but many do not care
to do that. This measure will remove the
neeessity for that by giving the loeal an-
thority power to refuose registration,

Myr. Maley: What do you propose to do
——make an old men’s home for dogs?

Mr. LATHAM: Seetion 5 of the existing
Act makes it obligatory on loeal authorities
to register all dogs presented for registra-
tion. Tt is proposed to repeal that section
and make it unlawful to keep a dog that is
not registered.

Mr. Marshall: That is the law now; they
have that power.

Mr. LATHAM: No; local authorities
have no power to refuse to register a dog.

The Premier: Fvery dog has to be regis-
tered.

Mr, LATHAM: The Solicitor General in-
forms me that it is necessary to repeal that
section of the Aet. It is admitted that some
tightening up of the law is necessary.

The Premier: Will this apply all over the
State?

My, LATHAM: Ves.

The Premier: Where ave the sheep in the
eity?

Mr. LATHAM: The Promier is antiei-
pating that local authorities in the metro-
politan area are likely to refuse to register
a dog.

The Premier: OFf course they are.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not think they will.
The Tlog Act is a piece nf revenne-produe-
ing legislation. Every dog registered means
at least 7s. 6d. to the loeal authority. I
should like to see done in this State what
Is done in the Eastern States, namely the
collection of dog fees entrusted to the polise.
T think the Aect would then be better admin-
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istered. The responsibility here is thrown
on the loenl suthorities, and very often they
are indifferent.

The Minister for Works: You opposed
that principle in vespect 1w trafie fees.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 cannot see any analogy
between traflic fees and dog licenses. 1 am
not discussing the Tratlic Act. There is no
likelihood of the City Council refusing to
register any dog that ought to be registered.
T have no chjection to exeluding the metro-
politan area if the I’remier so desires. The
only interest I have in the Bill is to secure
greater proteclion for people who are run-
ning sheep in the country. [ am sure the
member for Leonora {(Mr. Heron) will agree
with the Bill.

Mr. Heron: The member for Leonora will
itot baek up that argument,

Mr. LATHAM: Then some of the pas-
loralists in his electorate may have some-
thing 1o say on the guestion. Members have
not yet had time to peruse the Bill. When
they have considered it carefully, I am sure
they will give it a better reception. If we
do not control domestic dogs, we shall really
be setting up a systern of breeding dogs,
and as it costs £2 per head to destroy them,
a remunerative indusiry will have been es-
tablished. A well-known North-West pas-
toralist informed the <Press the other day
that one man alone had canght 25 dingoes in
a night. Those dogs represented bonuses
amounting to £50. With a little careful
hreeding, a very big industry could be huilt
up. Something should be done fo guard
against that sort of thing. If the present
Bill does not meet with the approval of the
House, T have no desire to force it on the
House, but I hope memhers will assist to
improve it.

The Premier: It proposes to give too
much power to local bodies.

Mr, Maley: First of all you seek to intro-
duce provisions {o destroy dogs, and later
on to protect them,

Mr. LATHAM: For seven years I bave
waited in this Chamber for the hon. memher
to introduce a Bill to effect some improve-
ment, and apparently T am likely to have
to wait another seven years.

Mr. Maley: But under one part of the
measure you scek to destroy dogs and then
to make n suitable home for dogs. There
is no sense in it.

Mr. E. B. Johnstor: The “new party” is
up against the memher for York.
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Mr., LATHAM: 1 hope the member for
Irwin will assist to make a satisfactory mea-
sure of the Biil.

Hon. G. Taylor: He is tuning you up a
bit.

Mr. LATHAM : If the measure is not ac-
ceptable in its present form, 1 hope members
will suggest improvements so that it will
protect the sheep-raising industry. I have
no objection o excluding the meiropolitan
aren, but T do desire to secure greater pro-
tection for the people engaged in sheep
raising,

Mr. Kenneally: What do you propose lo
do with dnegs for which registration is re-
fused?

Mr. LATHAM: They will be destroyed.

Mr. Maley: Then how can we support
you in providing & suitable home for dogs?

Mr. LATHAM: Of course the member
for Irwin is not acquainted with the Act.
When the Bill of 1923 was being considered
in another pleee, it was thought some con-
sideration shonld he given to the Royal
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals. T have decided that, as regards
the Bill, that eonsideration should still be
extended to the society. The society talkes
charge of lost dogs that often are valuable
and holds them until an opportunity offers
to sell or otherwise dispose of them. I have
no intention of interfering with that pro-
vision, The remaining portion of the Bill
is designed to gzive power to loeal authorities
‘to make by-laws to restrict the number of
ngs that any one person may keep and to
«control all dogs during night time,

Mr, Panton: Is that a new method of pre-
venting the introduetion of tin bare racing?

Mr. LATHAM: A measure dealing with
that subjeet will be brought hefore us in dne
vourse and the hon. member will then have
an opportunity to disenss it.

The Premier: Will the Bill prohibit a man
from keeping more than one dog down here?

Mr. LATHAM: That can be left to the
common sense of the Minister and of the
local aunthoritics administering the Aet. If
the measure becomes law, I am satisfied it
will be administered with that smount of
common sense usually displayed by loeal
anthorities, and T am sure the Minister will
see it is administered properly.

Mr. Richardson: Tt would be necessary to
inspect every dog.
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The Minister for Works: Everyone with
a grievance about a dog will be leading it
on a chain to the Public Works Office.

Mz, LATHLAM : I hope the Minister does
not regard the measure in that way. That
is not the intention of it. The powers
sought sbonld be granted. Who is better
quglified than the officials mentioned to
judge whether it is advisable that a dog
should be registered?

Alr. Maley: It is quite right that all dogs
should be registered.

Mr. LATHAM : I anticipate no trouble in
the administration of the measure. There
should be some control of dogs in the agri-
cultural and pastoral districts,

Mr. Sleeman: But you are not confining
the measure to the agricultural and pastoral
distriets.

Mr. LATHAM: Tf the House so desires
T have no objection to restricting its opera-
tions to districts outside the metropolitan
area.

Mr. Sleempn: If a man were out
prospecting with a dog and a tent, would
he be brought under the measure?

Mr. LATHAM: Under most of our Jaws
it wonld be possible to infliet hardship, if
that were desired, but I have rarely heard
of any hardship having been inflicted.
Mcmbers are needlessly anticipating a lot
of trouble. The members of the loeal gov-
erning bodies in the mining areas will pro-
tect the prospectors. The value of the
prospectors is well recognised by them and
any assistance they could give would be
given. They are an open-hearted lot of
people, endowed with as much common-
sense a8 (God has given most of us, and T
do not think any tronble need be feared on
that score.

Hon. &. Tavlor: Do von think Toeal
authorities wonld he capable of examining a
dog working sheep on a station?

Mr. LATHAM: Seeing that pastoralists
are often well represented on local govern-
fnz bodies, T helieve they would. Provision
has been made in the Act to give pastor-
aligts the right to keep certain does free.

Hon. (. Taylor: I have no objection to
your registering them all, but you wish fo
give the local authorities power to decide
how manv dogs # man may keep.

Mr. LATHAM: ANl T ask is that Tocal
anthorities shall have power to make hy-
Lowg to vestriet the numhber of dogs that
mav he kept, and to control dors Between
smnset and sunrise. Tn dne conrse the hy-
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laws would be laid on the Table of the
House, and surely that would afford suffi-
cient protection! There is no need to raise
something iu the nature of a bogey at this
stage.

Ton. G. Taylor: The by-laws may be in
operation for six months while the House
is not sitting and may inflict hardship
during that period.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not think there is
any likelihood of that.
Hon. G. Taylor :

acenrred.

Mr. LATIEAM : To facilitate the ad-
ministration of the measure, I am hopeful
that a2 set of regulations will be drafted by
the Department of Agriculture, the officials
of whieh are interested in sheep-raising,
and consequently no hardship will be in-
flicted. I hope members will not throw the
Bill out because they fear some imaginary
trouble. I hope they will assist to improve
the measure and make it effeetive for the
control of domestic dogs. I have interested
myself in this matter solely to assist in-
dustry and 1 hope I shall have the help of
members of this House. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

You know it bhas

BILL—BROOMEHILL LOT 602
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCallum—South Fremantle) [4.59] n
moving the sccond reading said : At
Broomehill there is an old agrienltural hall
vested in the loecal aunthority and there is
also a large public hall. The road board
are of opinion that the agricultural hall
has ountlived its usefulness. Not only is it
a very old building, but it iz quite a small
one. The public hall is rather a big build-
ing and the local anthority desire permis-
sion to sell the ol@ agrieultural hall and site
and use the money derived from the sale to
line the public hall, erect offices at the front
of it to accommodate the road board ani
provide a supper room and one or two
ante-rooms.

Hon. G. Tavlor: That is the agricultural
hall.

The MINTSTER FOR WORES: The
sgriculfural hall is an old building and it is
desired to dispose of it. Tt iz too small far
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the requirements of the distriet and a new
hall has been crected. The proceeds of the
gsale of the ¢ld building will be spent on the
new building to provide better accommoda-
tien for the road board staff and erect one
or two ante-rooms as well. This is very
similar to the previous Bill that I introduced
this afternoon. It is quite common, when
the growth of distriets is such tbat the old
buildings are no longer suitable for the re-
quirements of the people, for the local an-
thorities to desire to dispose of them. The
best means of dealing with those old build-
ings is to allow the local authority to get
rid of them, so long as the funds raised are
used lo give the people the facilities that
were intended to be given when the original
grant was made. Alnost every session we
have Bills similar to this from ane district
or another. 1 nnderstand there is eomplele
unanimity as to the object this measure
seeks to achieve. T move—
That the Bill he now read a second tima.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) {51]: I
support the second reading of the Bill. The
measure is in accordance with the desires
of the people of the district. The old
building is too small. Tt is desired to dis-
pose of the old building and use the pro-
ceeds in making additions to the present
large hall. This will be very bencficial to
the town and will make the position more
satisfactory and convenient from the point
of view of the road board.

HON. &. TAYLOR {Mt. Margaret) [5.2]:
I should like to know whether the {wo bloeks,
one containing the old building and the other
the new, are apart from cach other.

Mr. Thomson: They are quite separate.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The new building is
more eonveunient than the old¥

Mr. Thomson: Yes.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The land and the
building are being sold for the purpose of
raising money with which to equip the other
building that i found to be more suitable?

Mr. Thomson: Yes. There is a Turge hall
there, one of the largest in the distriet. Tt
is derired to make additions in front of it
for the convenience of the road board. The
strugture is of iron.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Tn the opinion of the
people that is the most suitable place for a
hall?

Mr. Thomson: Yes.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: And this money will
be used only for that purpose?

AMr. Thomson: Yes.

Hou. . TAYLOR: If that be so, there
ean be no objeetion to the Bill.

QQuestion put and passed.

Rill read n second fime.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee withounl
debate, reported withont amendment and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 2nd November; Mr.
Lautey in the Chair.

Department of Railways, Tramways, and
Electricity Supply (Hon. J. . Willcock,
Minister).

"ale——Raitways, £89324560:

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. 1. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [5.7]:
I do not intend to speak at any length in
introducing these Estimates. The operations
of the Railway Department have been ear-
ried out very satisfactorily to all sections
of the community. The commereial side of
the concern has been well looked after, and
the requirements of the people have heen
catered for hetter than could have been
expected. The actnal amount of cash it is
estimated will be received during the year
1s £3.890,000, and the cxpenditure is set
aown as £2,932,500, leaving a net revenue
of £957,500. 1t is anticipated that the in-
terest debits will amount to £940.000, so
that the probable surplus at the end of the
year will be abont £17,500, These sre the
Treasury figures. They are a little different
from the commercial fignres that are nsed
hy the Railway Department when preporing
their returns. The department take into
pecount the oputstanding revenue and the
expenditure which do not come within the
finaneial vear, Tt is expected that the rail-
ways will be £15,730 hetter off than they
were last year. This resnlt is dependent
on the record harvest which has been pre-
dicted. We have reached the stage now
when this record harvest iz almost a cer-
ainty. Jf this should happen, the estimates
on both sides, that is, revenue and expen-
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diture, will be found to be not unduly op-
timistie. The results achieved during the
tast four months show that the cstimate is
eacily within the bounds of possibility. Tt
i= very probable that the revenue may be
a little greater than was anticipated when
the original estimate was made.

Hon., &, Tavler: And T suppose {he ex-
prenditure will be less.

The JMINTSTER FOR
The ralio of expenditure (o revenue
will at  least be the same as that
which has bheen forcenst. If the revenue
1x any greater than has heen foreshndowed,
the expenditmre will not he greater in ratio
to it than has been estimated.  Indeed, if
we ean get very much increased revenue, the
cxpenditure will net be as great as the ad-
ditional revenue, and we may therefore ob-
tain improved financial resnlts.  Anything
may happen, but the first four months of the
vear have indicated that we shall reach our
estimnte without very mueh trouble. We an.
tteipate that additional revenue will be col-
leoted to he extent of £316,000, The fore-
cast indiented that there will be considerable
mncrease in the business of the railways dur-
ing this period of 12 wontlia. To carn that
additional £316,000, it i proposed to in-
crease the expenditure by £248,000 on im-
provements that will be made from loan
Munds. The estimated inerease in  in-
torest charges will be £2,000, which will rive
Lbe result T have indicated, a profit at the
end of the yvear of about £17,000. While the
amount eollected last year was a record since
the inception of the railways, with the full
acreage available under erop and the general
activity and prosperity that are evidenced in
the State, there is every indication thut the
estimate will be renliced, We in this State
sre very fortunale in our railway system.
DNarinz the past seven or eight years, and es-
peeially daring the last four or five years,
fliere has been a very wise expenditure of
loan money, and this expenditure has ef-
fected considerable economies in the work-
ing of the railways. We are very much bel-
ter off with our railways than are the East-
ern States. Ours is the only system in Aua-
tralia that is showing a profit. We are for-
tunate in respect to our original capital ex-
penditure on railways, inasmuch as the cost
of construction per mile is considerably less
than it is in other parts of the Common-
wealth. It is therefore not necessary for us
to find so large an amount of interest on
capital expenditure, which allows us to

RAILWAYS:
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work the system to greater advantage, I
will give members some ligures concerning
the other systems in Australia, so that they
may know how we stand in comparison with
them, The commercial figures appertaining
to the railwnys in this State showed a profit
last year of £34,000. In South Australia the
loss was roughly £890,000 that is cxeluding
about £200,000 for depreciation charges
which eould be applicable to that year, The
Government of that Btate are giving serious
_consideration to the position of their rail-
ways. When | was there two or three weeks
ago a report was made available by the
Finance Commnittee which had undertaken
to overbaul the monetary operations of the
syslem, 1 noticed in the Press during the
last few days that drastic economies are pro-
posed there as well as considerable redue-
tions in the personne] of the Department.
The members of the committee ave not di-
rectly concerned in the running of the rail-
ways. They are mostly men who have been
engaged in expenditure properly debited to
loan. In South Australia during the last
five years £11,000,000 have been spent from
loan in an endeavour to rehabilitate the sys-
tem. A considerable amount of our work is
debited to loan, such as new trucks and new
engines, crossings and other things which arc
used for increasing the capital account of the
railways, and which are all debited to loan
and come under loan expenditure,

Mr. Kenneally: South Australia gives
orders for rolling stock mainly to Yankee
firms.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: A
considerable proportion of the materials
used in additions to the South Australian
system are manufactured locally. The wages
of the men actually working on those
materials are debited to I.oan Account.

Hon. G. Taylor: Those men are not mem-
bers of the permanent running staff.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Some .

of them are, Sounth Australia, unfortunately,
is suffering a severe reverse in its wheat pro-
duetion this year. That production, it is es-
timated, will be reduced by 60 or 70 per
cent. below the normal. The reduction will
mean so much less work for the railway sys-
tem, and will correspondingly affect, owing
to the reduced circulation of money, all other
rlasses of bnsiness.

Hon. G. Taylor: South Australia’s pas-
toral industry, too, is suffering.

The MINISTER FOR RAII.WAYS: The -

Victorian railways made a loss of £47,000.
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Vietoria, nnlike Western Australia, pays a
considerable gimount of money annually from
its Treasury to its Railway Department for
losses ineurred on agricultural lines. Last
year £411,000 was credited to the Vietorian
Railway Department by the Treasury in
compensation for such losses. Here agrienl-
tural lines, and isolated lines like the Ravens-
thorpe, are all ineluded in the general sys-
tem, ond still we contrive to get round and
to earn suflicient revenue to make ends more
than meet. The loss on the New South Wales
railways last year amounted to £451,000.
In Queensland the loss has reached almost
two millions sterling. This bhuge loss is ac-
counted for by the faet that in the interasts
of development remunerative rates are not
charged on the Queensland system. That
State prefers to make up the loss in various
directions, The policy ean, of course, be car-
ried too far. Queensland carries it to such
an extent that its Railway Department
made that extremely heavy loss last year.
If remunerative rates are not charged,
naturally the ratioc of working expenses
must go up. If in this State everything was
carried at rates eorresponding to the wheat
rate, for instance, our ratio of working ex-
penses wonld rise considerably. No doumbt
it is popular to carry articles at unremun-
erative rates und let the Treasury make up
the loss. TEverybody so benefited is, of
course, highly satisfed. Tn comparing our
system with other systems, it must be borne
in mind (hat Western Australia is never
likely to get into the position in whiel
South Australia and other States find them-
selves, because the regeneration of our lines
and rolling-sfock is emrried on all the year
round. If by some accident a truck is
smashed or an engine broken up, the rve-
placcment is made out of revenue. When
we put down 60-1b. rails where 45-lb. rails
existed, the cost of the 6U-lb. rails is not
debited to the Railway Department’s eapital
aceount; we deduct the volue of the 45-1b.
rails originally put in, and merely debit the
difference to capital aceount. Re-sleepering
is proceeding continuously on our systom,
and the cost is being met out of revenue;
and the same remarks apply to the tramway
system. The Railway Department spend at
least £50,000 yearly on re-laying and re-
sleepering,
Hon. G. Taylor: From revenue?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Yes.
On rolling-stock, too, we spend a consider-
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able amount of muney every year to keep
it up to proper condition. TUnder our Act
a vertificate must be viven by the officer in
charge that the system is being mainfained
in a proper state of repair, and that certifi-
cate has to be presented to Parliament. The
sources of railway revenue for last year in-
cluded lneal coal £119,000, wheat £404,000,
and loeal timber £423,000. The last figure
is hardly familiar to pevple generally. We
talk about the wheat harvest and its effect
on railway revenue, but the earnings from
timber traflic ave greafer than those from
the transport of wheat.

The Premier: And not only is the total
greater, but the percentage of profit is
greater.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
never tell anyhody about percentages of
profit made by the railways, because if 1
do so the persons concerned immediately de-
mand reductions.

Mr. Lindsay: The figures for the timber
industry apply inside the State as well as
to export, but the Government do not accept
train loads of timber within the State.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Twenty or thirty full train loads of sleepers
have been taken to Meekatharra during the
past year. The hon. member is not quite
right. We often have all but full train loads
of timber moved from the timber distriets
to Bunbury for export. I may point out
that it is only lately wheat transport has
reached its great dimensions.

Mr. Thomson: The special train loads for
Meekatharra were for the Horseshoe exten-
sion.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. Every vear new railways are being
built and full train loads of sleepers are
carried for them. This year two or three
lines will be construeted, and that fact will
mean so much additional timber traffic for
the Railway Department. Other sources of
railway revenue for the past year in-
elnded the following :—Miscellaneous traffic,
snch a3 road material for instanece,
£134,000; general goods, £528,000; live-
stock, £140,000; passenger and parcels
traffie, £981,000. I may mention here that
while our Railway Department show a good
financial return, that return is not obtained
at the cost of the nsers of the railways, see-
ing that our rates compare favourably with
ratlway rates anvwhere in the world, and
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‘assuredly with rates anywhere else in Aus-

traliu. lo this morning’s paper [ saw a
favourable comparison drawn between Wesi-
ern Augiralian passenger fares and those
now ruling in the United Kingdom. FEvery-
one knows that the value of money, the pur-
chasing power of money, is considerably
greater in the United Kingdom than in
Western Australia; and therefore if we can
have passenger fares on a par with, or
cheaper than, those existing at Home, we are
putting up a very good job. In regard to
almost every commodity that admits of com-
parison, freights on our system show up
favourably as against freights obfaining
anywhere else. Certainly our wheat rate is
lower than the wheat rates of other Aus-
tralian States.

Mr. North: 1t looks as if the narrow
gauge is economical after all.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, notwithstanding the hon. member’s en-
thusiasm for the 4ft. 8%%in. gauge.

Mr, North: I want that only for the sake
of uniformity,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
So far it has proved an advaniage to West-
ern Australia to have its lands developed
by lines of comparatively small eapital cost.
We are able to do for the producers of this
State the serviee of railway fransport in re-
spect of all the commodities they want and
all the commodities they produce, at- a
cheaper rate than that service is performed
at elsewhere in Australia. ~Our super freight
is, of course, lower than anywhere else in
the world. Our wheat freight is about 3s.
per ton cheaper than that of New South
Wales on the average haul

Mr. Mann: That fact is not likely to cause
vou lo increase the rate, is it?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No. The Government bave no desire to
make the railways a taxing institution in
any respect.

AMr, Kenneally: The member for Perth
{Mr. Mann) is wondering why you are not
bringing your wheat rate up to the New
Sonth Wales level.

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
We want te do good service to the Western *
Australian community at the cheapest pos-
sible cost: and the railway returns, during
the past two or three years at any rate, have
heen sufficient to counteract the depart-
ment’s expenditure in performing that ser-
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vice. While many people request and beg
and importune that railway freights should
be reduced on aceount of what are termed
the indirect benefits which may result there-
from to the community, the Government con-
sider that those benefits are highly in-
tangible, and not to be got hold of ; and pro-
vided that our rates are not a burden on any
section of the community, there is no reason
why any seetion should not bear the cost te
which the State is put in rendering it ser-
vices. The wheat transported by rail during
last year totalled 663,000 tons, on which
the freight amounted to £404,000. Those
figures compare with approximately half a
million tons and a freight of £300,000 for
the previous year. The average distance
wheat was hauled Iast year was 139 miles, or
eight miles more than in the previous year.
From this fact it will be recognised how
the developments proceeding in the outer
wheat lands are affecting railway transport.
An interesting table showing the increase
yvear by vear will be found appended to
the Commiscioner’s report, and therefore I
shall not deal with that aspect here. As
regards the transport of this season’s har-
vest, hon. members may have noticed the
Press report of a conference I had, the
administrative officers of the Railway De-
partment being in attendanee, with the
wheat acquiring agents in the Commission-
er's office last Friday. TLast year a similar
conference was held. We then gof the
people together and told them exactly what
we were going to endeavour to do, and we
said to them, “Now you ean make your
arrangements accordingly for shipping that
quantity of wheat. If you charter ships to
come in at a greater rate than we can con-
vey wheat to the eoast, you will be doing it
with your eves open and what oceurs will
be your own funeral. On the other hand,
after the Railway Department have told
you their limit of capacity in wheat haul-
age, you can make your shipping arrange-
ments accordingly, and tle department will
keep up to what they have promised.” Last
vear the department undertook to trans-
port, and did transport, wheat at the rate
of 260,000 bags per week either to mills or
to various ports of shipment. That is good.
I think the Leader of the Opposition will
agree with me thalb, having undertaken thig
season to carry 800,000 bags weeckly, an
increase of 40,000 bags, il will be excellent
if we carry it out.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Railway
Department can do it if you just let them
alone.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
think the Leader of the Opposition will
agree that departments cannot be left alto-
gether alone. 1t is not always in the best
interests of a departmeut 10 be left entirely
alone.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Business con-
cerns must be managed in & business way,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Business concerns too must have some con-
sideration for the effect of their policy on
the general welfare of the commupity at
large. It is necessary for the man in charge
of the administration of the department,
the man who is respunsible to the country,
to exercise some influence, so that the
eeperal community will benefit to the
utmost extent possible.

Mr. Mann: Is it a faect that some ex-
porters pay the longer haulage to Fremantle
rather than be faced with excessive charges
at the outer ports, such as Bunbury?

The MINISTER FPFOR RAILWAYS: On
occasions, when they could not get ex-
peditious handling for their wheat, they
have preferred that it should come to Fre-
mantie,

Mr. Mann : Are the handling charges
heavier at the outer ports than at Fre-
mantle?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No,
they are practically uniform at all ports.
In relation to the improvement this year of
transporting an extra 40,000 bags of wheat
weekly, I may inform the Committee that
the truck supply is better than ever before.
We have a considerable number of new 14-
ton steel tracks, built in the Midland Work-
ghops. The member for East Perth (Mr.
Kenneally) has said something about im-
porting railway stock, but I may say we
are manufacturing all our own stock just
as far as possible.

. Lindsay: I hope the trucks will be
suitable. for bulk handling when it comes
along.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think they will be. The makter was men-
tioned at the recent conference. I feel sure
those trucks will be found suitable for
bulk handling. We are increasing the
namber of trucks by an average of 10 per
week,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have about
12,000 trucks in all?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,

Mr. Gritlichs: I thought you said before
it was 10,000 you had.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
are inereasing our trucks by 10 per week,
and 1 f2el sure that rate will be maintained,
if oot actually improved

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: We have a good
many more miles of railway to cover.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
During the last live years the average daily
mileage of the trueks has increased by four
miles. Lagt year, over the whole year each
truek in the systemn did an average of 24
miles per day, as against the 20 miles of
five years ago. In some of our busiest
menths we have got as much as 28 miles
and 29 miles as the average per day for
each truek in the system, That improve-
ment has been brought about through the
reduction of grades, the relaying of lines
with heavier rails, deviations, the establish-
ment of staff stations, and the general im-
provement of the syvstem. For these and
other things the Treasurer has had to find
tha money. All these improvements equal
ahout 2,500 extra trucks. That is to say, if
we were doing only the same mileage as we
were doing five years ago, it would take
2,500 more trueks to do the business we are
doing to-day. So while our trucks have
not been very greatly increased in number.
the work we can do with what we have has
heen imimensely increased.

My, Griffiths: The regrading has been a
big factor in that.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Yes,
and s0, too, has been the relaying of cer-
tain lines with heavier rails. We have now
60lb. rails from Northem to Wyaleatchem,
and also on the Wongan Hills Iine. We
could put on engines that would carry 35
per cent. more over those roads.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The laying of
80lb. rails to Northam has made a big
difference.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
it has. All our engines can run over the
60lb. rails. We have not any extra large
engines for running over the 80lb. rails,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Still, the heavier
the rail the better.

The MINTISTER FFOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
for the engine can travel at greater speed
and give hetter service generally. On the
Collie line the regrading work, which eost
only some £6,000, has enabled us to increasa
the load by 15 per cent.
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Mr, Withers: The work paid for itself
in the first 12 months, did it notd

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: it
is not yet 12 months since it was done, but
it is estimated that it will pay for itgelf
within the first 12 months. Moreover, it
has had this effect: So congested was the
Collie line that trains were running over it
for the whole of the 24 hours. We ean
now take an additional 15 per cent. of
load, equalling about 700 tons daily, by the
same engine power, without having to in-
crease the number of trains. However, [
do not wish to dwell npon that, because it
has been fully reported in the Press and
members, of course, have seen the report.
During the past 12 months there has been
considerable dissatisfaction over the provi-
sion of tarpaunlins. We have now 2,000
extra, equivalent to an increase of 30 per
cent,, so there is very litile occasion for
complaint on that score. At Esperance there
was considerable diflienlty over the handling
of wheat. Now, instead of having horses
on the jetty, we have strengthened the strue-
ture and put on a locomotive, which will
do the work very much better than the
horses could.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Esperance, of
course, will require a good deal of expendi-
ture.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The present shipping fecommodation at Es-
perance is entirely inadequate for the ex-
port of agricultural commodities in any
great quantity. I am afraid that before
long we shall have to face some ecapital
expenditure on the jeity and also on the
improvement of the harbour.

Hon. G. Taylor: That will mean pretty
heavy expenditure,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
will come np for discusston on the Loan
Estimates. Tt is not dealt with at all by
the Railway Department. All tbat we have
done at Esperance has been to strengthen
the jetty and provide a locomotive to do
the work very much quicker than the horses
were doing it previously. The working ex-
penditure for the ecurrent year has been
£2,900,000, as against £2,684,000 last year,
ot an inerease of nearly a quarter of a mil-
lion. The major portion of this increase
will go towards earning the estimated in-
erease of revenue, while another portion of
it will go to meet long service leave and
other additional expenditure.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: What is the
long service leave going to cost us?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Just as much as the Treasurer can be in-
duced {o make available. [t is estimated
that it will mean an expenditure of £35,000,

Hon. . Taylor: That will not bring up
the arrears.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
would if we could let the men off as fast
as we could wish. The long service leave
did not come into operation until last week,
and already four months of the year have
gone. Moreover, we are facing the busiest
period of the year and, in eonsequence, we
cannot let as many men go off on leave as
we eonld desire.

Hon. G. Taylor: As you let one section
off, you have to put on other men.

The MINISTER FQOR RAILWAYS:
There are not many johs from which the
men can be let off just now.

Hon. G. Taylor: At all events, you have
to pay the men while they are away on leave,
and pay others in their places.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
In the bugy season we require exceptionally
eapable men, trained to do the work. When
the busy season finishes we cannot say to
thosec men, “We do not want yon any more,
but perhaps next year we shall be able to
give you a job again’ These men have
not gufficient work to keep them fully oecen-
pied a'l the time, but they have to be paid
Just the same, else we conld not run the
railway system.

Mr. Sampson: The men could take their
holidays in the slack time.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, under the union’s agreement, registered
in the Arbitration Court, the holidays have
to be spread over the year.

Mr. Kenneally: Why should all the
workers be compelled to take their holidays
in the winter time, which is the slack period?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Last vear the stafl numbered 8,800. This
year shows an increase of about 800 on tho
previons year. The proportion of salaries
and wages is much about the same, and so,
too, is the proportion of expenditure. There-
fore we are not getting ahead of the re-
quirements of the system by putting on too
many people to deal with railway transport.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We have not
had very satisfactorv results from the in-
crease in staff.

The MINISTER FOR RAIIWAYS: If
the hon. member had been in the Chamber
when I was eomparing the system with other
Anstralian railways, T think he would have

[ASSEMBLY.]

agreed that our system is entrely satisfac-
tory.

Hon. (. Taylor: But the railway sys.
tems of the other States have been suffer-
ing as the result of bad seasons,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Possibly they are now suffering, but the
figures I quoted from the Eastern Siates
were Lhose of last year, which was nof o
bad season. f we were to take their rail-
way figures for this year, and compure thers
with our own, the result would be still more

striking. It indicates that we are giving
to the people a betler service at
a4 cheaper rate than is to be found
elsewhere in Australin. We wure not
making a bad job of it. I do not say
gur  system  eannot  be improved,
for it is constantly being Iimproved.

It is necessarv for ns to continue to coneen-
trate on the economical working of the rail-
way staff. For instance, during the past
three years each individual has had his re.
muneration inereased by at least 83. a week.
All that has to he paid for, and as a matter
of faet it has been paid for. There have
been no increases in railway freights during
that period; in many instances there have
been decreases. In addition to the trucks vo
which I have already referred, we are also
bnilding 25 covered trucks, seven brake-vans,
two suburban coaches and what the member
for Gascoyne is particnlarly interested i,
10 two-berth sleeping coaches to be used on
the Perth-Kalgoorlie line. These coaches
will effect a very desirabble and desired im-
provement in onr passenger aceommodation.
The change from the frans train of two-
berth compartments to ouv train of four-
berth compartments docs not create very
favournble eomment, Our desire is to keep
up to date with regard to the railway system
and that is why we are now proceeding to
build these mare ecommadions eoaches. Those
members who had experience of similar
two-berth carriages on the oecasion of the
recent visit to the Midland Company’s areas
will appreciate the benefit that travellers will
zain when the coaches are in gervice.

Mr. North: I suppose it will be some time
before they arve ready.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They should be ready in about 12 monthy'
time. Whilst we c¢an set out a programme
in connection with the hailding of trucks
for 12 or 18 months ahead, that cannot he
done with locomotives. Our programme for
Iocomotive construction will extend over a
period of three years. We have had 10 built
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already in the Midland worksheps, and we
have undertaken the construction of another
tive. 'When these are completed, a com-
mencement will be made with another 10.
It takes a considerable time to build trucks
and locomotives in our workshops, but by
getting on with the programme early we
hope to be able to keep abreast of our re-
quirements. There is the outstanding advan-
tage that the rolling stock is being bumilt in
Western Australia by Western Australian
people. The member for Swan (Mr. Samp-
con) will be interestedl to learn that a con-
siderable number of apprentices are beiny
taught the trade of engineering as the resuls
of oor pelicy of locomotive construction.
Whilst the eost is estimated to bhe a little
wore than that of the imported article, |
think that when the final figures come ont
we shall not be so very far ahead of the cost
of. the locomotives imported from other parts
of the world, The regeneration of the rol'-
ing stock has been responsible for the saving
of £45,000. The regeneration consists of in-
trodneing superheating arrangements, and
generally improving the locomotives.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Only £45,000
saved during all these yearst

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No,
only in the last year or two. The applien-
tion of the super-heating has been going on
for some years.

Hou. Sir James Mitchell: Tt has alwayvs
heen going on.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS.
With the new engines that have been built
and are being built at Midland Junectina
and the regeneration that is going on, we
shall sove £45,000 this year. This informa-
tion eun be found in the report of the Com-
missioner. “P¥ elass engines cost 22d, pee
train mile fo run and they take a 25 per
cent. greater lond than the engines previounsly
uged, the cost of running which was 41d. 1t
will thua be seen that the train mileage
vost is down to nearly balf nnd we carry a
25 per cent. greater load. By adopting the
poliey I have nutlined we shall be able to
keep abreast of our work.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We sball be
able to run them for nothing soon.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When the hon. member was Treasurer no
doubt he would have carried out a similar
programme had he been able to do so. There
wag every justifleation for doine so, but he
iz not to be blamed for not naving raised the
neeessary money at that time.
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We bought 10
engines.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ana
we have built 10 eagines at Midland June-
tion, which is better still.

The Premier: We paid for those 10 en-
gines that yon bought. You ordered them,
and we found tke money.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: That was the
second 10,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Lender of the Opposition would not be
justified in spending loan money on rolling
stock while he bad to pay £6 12s. 6d. per
eent. interest. At the present time we are
able to ruise money under more favourable
conditions. We are paying 5% per eenl,,
and what it was impogsible te do with loan
money at 634 per cent., we are now able to
do by raising money at the lower rste of
mterest. If the hon. member were in charge
of the Treasury hench and he was able to
raise money at 5% per cent., no doubt he
would do just as fhe present Treasnrer is
doing. Kach 1 per eent. on & million pounds
raised represents £10,000, which is a eonsid-
erable item. No one is to blame for the de-

- lay in inereasing the rolling stock. With

regard to the freight on super, whieh 13
usually disenssed on the Railway Estimates,
we are increasing each year the period dur-
ing which the cheap rate applies. The
railways in this respeet have undertaken a
heavy burden The T.cuder of the Opposi-
tion says that we ought to be carrving it nt
a still cheaper rate, but the increase in the
quantity being used is earried over the rail-
ways without assistanee from the Treasury.
When the increase gnes up to the extent of
30,000 or 40,000 tons, as it has done during
the past three or four vears, and when it is
remembered that the railways are sustaining
a loss of 1d. per ton per mile on the 10,000
tons earried, it will he appreciated what the
loss is likely to be when the quantity carried
rerches 200,000 or perhaps 250,000 tons.

Mr. Mann: But vou get it hack in whent
freights.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Of
course we get value for all these things in
an indirect way, but still, there is the loss,
when such n great proportion of the railway
businers has te he carried on at an unre-
munerative rate. I am not saying that it is
not desirable in the interests of the State
that super should not be carried at a cheap
rate. Tf the Minister for Agriculture were
here, he would, perhaps, say that it would
pay the State to earry super for nothing.
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Superpbosphate certuinly bas a tremendous
effeel ou the development of the agrieultural
ond pastoral industries. That is admitted.
The congequences, however, have to be
borne by the Kailway Department. But
whilst it way not be a very important
item  when  the  transport  of  super
mnounls te about 1MHUUE tons, it does be-
cume i setions matier when the guantity to
be carried is one and a half thues, or per-
haps twice, as great. It will then be a
heavy burden for the Railway Department
o carry. PFortunately, we have been able to
conlinne to ciery super. at the cheap rate,
notwithstanding the jnereased tounage, We
have not only the inereased fonnage, but, as
with the wheat, we have to tiansport it fur-
iher, The traflic ix going uther and further
ol in the aericaltural aveaz and consequently
the luws must beeome grestcr. We have not
only wlditional tennage, Lat additional mile-
aue. The mitleage has merensed by about 8
proeenty, and the tonnage bas inereased be-
tween 1 and 20 per cent. in each year.

Hon. Sir James Miiche'l:  Not such a
great increase in mileage, surely!

The MINISTER FOR RATIAVAYS: Yes,
ad the Commissioner’s r-port will hear ount
what | <ay,  The averawe haul Tor super. 1%
vizh! mitles greater than it was a. eouple of
years azo.

Alr. Thom=on: Look at the development
that has taken place.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILAWAYS: Of
comixe, hut the hon. member must recognise
that ecarrying this commodity at an unre-
muncrative rate makes it difficult for the
Railway Department.

Mr, Griffiths: When electroculture is in
operation it will be possible to do without
a lot of superphosphate.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Last
vear the averare haul waz 151 miles for each
fon: the vear before it was 144 miles—an
inerease of seven miles.

Ton. Sir James Mitehell: Six miles point
something.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, let us say approximately seven miles.
The ton mileage went up from 24 to 28.
Tt will thus be scen that the inereased bur-
dent has become considerable. Last vear onr
suporphosphate traffic was 15 per cent
areater than that of the vear before.

Mr, Thomson: And T hope it will be
ereater this year,

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: T
hope oo, loo, but it is just a question of

C#15,000 in the railway revehue.
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what is guing to bappen with the super-
phosphate traflie, It is admittedly unsatis-
Tactory to the superphosphatc manutacturers,
iu the farmers, and to the Railway Depart-
ment to have different rates applying during
varivus periods of the year. '

Hon, 8ix Janes Mitchel': Why not apply
the eheap rale througbowt! Ho long as you
lave wheat to haul back, what does it mat-
ter?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
would mean a [urther Joss of between
€13,100 and £14,000 on the super traflic.

Mr. Bampson: The ssuwe thing counld ap-
ply iu the fruit aud potato distriets.

The MINISTER FOR  RAILWAYS:
Those distriets have veeoived great ronces-
sions at {he expense of the yest of the State,
and they have not been di-furbed

Mr. Thompson: And we don’t want to dis-
turh them either.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
Freryone would agrvee i, eavry super. for
nothing if only we vould do i, bat to hanl
it throughout the whole year under those con-
ditions wounld mean a reduetion of at least
Certainly
we are all anxions lo encourace the use of
suprer, throughoul the azmeuliural districts
ol Western Australia. I noticed in the Press
that the price of superphusphate this year
will be 2s. 6d. per ton less within the State,
It the people who wse super. are prepaved
10 pay an exira Gd. per ton on super., that
will mean an additional amount of £35,000
net to the railwayvs and we would then lose
between £8,000 and £9,000 ¢n that elass of
business. If that werve ngreed to we could,
in ny opinion, in all prehakility banl super.
afl the year round at the flat rate. T do not
know whether that proposz! would appeal
wencrally to the producers of the State. T
Selieve it would he of eon~iderable advant-
aze to them and would obviate the rush that
takes place during ihe peak periods of the
rear. I think the Premier was with me at
Southern Cross on one oecasion when a man
said he had képt out of production 1,000
acres becanse he would have had to pay the
inereased price on his suner. requirements.
That was the attitude he adopted, beeause
he had to pay the extra freight as be had not
been able to secure his supplies during the
time the cheaper rates were operating.

Mr. C. P. Wansbhrough: It was just as
well that he did, heeause he would have been
toa late.

The MINTISTER FOR RAILWAYR: No,
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Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: If he was not
able to take advantage of the cheap rate
period, he must have been too late,

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: No,
be would have had time to put in his erop.
Hon. members know that every year when
the period during which the cheap rates ap-
ply has expired, there are always some who
happen to be left out, and that causes grave
dissatisfaction. The unfortunate part of it
is that many of the people who cannot make
their financial arrangements carly are those
who are not able to take advantage of the
cheap rates. The people T refer to are the
poorer type of settlers who are without ap-
preciable financial resources. They are not
able fo make arrangements until late in the
season and congequently eannot send in their
orders. Thus they find themselves left out in
the eold and are forced to pay the higher
rates,

Mr, Thomsen: The trouble, too, is that
some of the farmers do not receive their
orders in rotation.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: All
I can say is that all the superphosphate firms
say they are prepared to deliver orders in
rotation as they receive them. Not sufficient
time, however, is given to some farmers to
make their financial arrangements, and those
people cannot forward their orders unmftil
March or later.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Of course there
was 8 shortage of trucks last year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There has always been a :hortage.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We know that
many went out empty.

THE MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: The
fact remains that there will always be a
shortame. No ome will seriously assert
that we can transport 200,000 tons of one
commodity duoring a brief peried in such
a way that every farmer can get his super-
phosphate supplies between the 20th March,
say, and the 20th April. If that conld be
done, evervone would be satisfied. but no
railway system such as onrs could possibly
haondle such freight in the course of a com-
paratively few davs. No matter what hap-
pens regarding the freights, whether they
be cheap or dear, the transport of super-
nhosphate wmust be spread over a period of
four of five months.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: I think you are
goine to inerease yvour difficulties by the
establishment of further industries in the
metropolitan area.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: I think you will,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Government will give every encourage-
naent fo people to establish factories in other
than the metropolitan area. For instance,
there is a block of land in the Geraldton
distriet that was held for railway purposes
That has been made available to a super-
phosphate manufacturer so that he can es-
tablish his works there. Bu: there are cer-
tain diffieulties that I will not diseuss at
the present moment. If sueh factories ave
established in the outer districts and at cen-
tres sueh as Esperance, Bunbury, Albany
and Gevaldton, there can be no reason why
the Railway Department shonld be expected
to eart superphosphate at unremunerative
rates to districts where those works arve
established.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is a per-
fectly reasonable contention, so long as the
quality and priee of the superphosphate are
the same as exist now.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members should realise that a truck
used for the conveyance of superphosphates
from Perth to Esperance, for instance, will
be away from the vards for about five or
six weeks, and for that the Railway De-
partment is recouped at the rate of lds,
per ton only. That return may be effeeted,
of course, if there is some back loading
obtained along the line. Naturally, the time
when the farmers want their superphosphate
15 the husy period for the railways. How-
ever, [ advanee that proposition to the pro-
ducers of the State and if the proposal is
agreed to, we can then have superphosphate
hauled all! the year round at the omne rate,
which wil! represent an increase of 6d. psr
ton. If a farmer were using 20 tons of
superphosphate, it would cost him 10s. cxtra,
and the Railway Department will face a
certain loss of hetween £8,000¢ and £9,000
in giving effect to that policy.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: T don’t suppose
anyone will olject to that if you stick to it.

The Premier: The inerease will be slight
to each individual farmer.

Mr. Thomson: You suggest the flat rate
to apply all the year round withont any
alteration of rates at all.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. It will not impose any considerable
burden on the producers, hecause the price
of super iz to be reduced by 2s. 6d. per
tor
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Hou. Sir James Mitehell: 1f the price of
wheat goes up Gd. a bushel, you will not
seek to {ake that as well.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
We desire to convey wheat as cheaply as
possible over the railways. I do pot know
whether the offer I make will be acceptable
to the producers. This year the period dur-
ing which the cheap rate will operate will
be stated at the beginning of the year and
there will be no extension or any alteration,
whatever may happen. If we say that the
cheap rate for the hauling of superphos-
phate will last till the 15th April, that will
be the date. If we say it will be to the 31st
March, the concession will eease on the 31st
March.

Mr. Mann: Your heart may melt in the
end.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
will be useless endeavouring to bring pres-
gure ppon the Government o extend the
period for a few days. Everyone will know
at the commencement of the transport sea-
son the time during which they ean take
advantage of the cheap rates.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course every
additional acre makes it more difficult to
forward supplies.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
know what the manufacturers say. If they
cannot supply snperphosphate, they claim it
is the fault of the Railway Department be-
eause of the shortage of trucks. That is
the fashionable thing to say.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: That has been
the explanation at times.

Mr. Latham: That was the trouble last
vear.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: On
many oceasions it was not the fault of the
roilways last year. 'We had a considerable
number of trucks at the superphosphate
works, and they could not be loaded while
they were there.

Mr. Griffiths: At any rate it is the usual
excuse.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Please God you
will have to send out thousands of toms
more than you did last year. That is a
thing you should appland, not deplore.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Who is deploring it%

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You are.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Has the Leader of the Opposition just
awakened? Throughout my remarks I have
endeavoured to show that the pastoral and
agricnltura] industries could not earry on
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suecessfully without the use of superphos-
phate and that the more we encourage its
use the greater will be the prosperity and
vroductivity of the State. Kvery inducement
we can give to encourage the use of super-
phosphate will be given by the Government.
We will be only too ready and anxious to
assist in every way possible. There always
has been trouble about superphosphate sup-
plies and the period during which the cheap
rate applies.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: And there always
will be trouble.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Railway Department and the Treasurcr
are prepared to make the reduetion I have
indieated if the proposal be agreed to. It
is to the advantage of the producers to pay
the flat rate I have suggested, even if they
have to pay a little extra in rallway freights.

Mr. Lindsay: I think it is a very good
idea.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Wherever 1 have gone throughout
the State and talked about the cheap-
rate period with the producers, they
tell me that they agree with the position.
Unfortunately polities finds its way into mat-
ters concerning Government administration
—polities should not enter into such ques-
tions, but unfortunately it does—and so if
6d. is added to the rate we are apt to hear
about it later on. For instanee, theve was
the vermin tax. During the last election that
was unsed for political purposes and the athi-
tude of some people was, “These are the
cows who put on the increase !’

Mr. C. P. Wansbrongh: You will not ex-
perience that in this instance,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It is
regrettable that politics have reached a low
level. Where a sensible business arrange-
ment can be made to suit all concerned, pol-
ities should be kept out of it altogether.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is quite
right; it applies to roads and everything else
as well.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
will leave it at that. On both sides of the
House are members representing agricul-
tural constituencies. They can look into the
proposal T have made, and if they and those
they represent are prepared to deal with
the question along those lines, we will con-
sider it.

Mr. Sampson: You have not dealt with
the guestion of headlights on engines.



[9 Novemeer, 1927.]

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Headlights have been fitted to 100 engines.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And there are
complainis about them. What are required
are lights that can be seen a hundred yards

or so away, not two miles away. Some are
like searchlights.

Hitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
shall now deal with the tramways, The esti-
mated revenue for the year is £312,000 and
the estimated expenditure £255,500, leaving
a balance of £56,500. Of that amount
£30,000 will be absorbed in interest, and
the estimated profit is £6,500, As com-
pared with last year, the results will be
worse by about £20,000. Taking the revenur
figures, it is estimated that we shall get
£17,000 more by way of earnings on new
lines opened, but the additiona! expenditure
will mean that we shall be no better off than
last year. However, the policy observed by
the Railway Department is also observed by
the Tramway Department in that we keep
the tracks and overhead gear in good condi-
tion.

My, Mann: Do not say too much about the
tracks! ’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member asked a question to-day
regarding the fraeks, and the answer indi-
cated that there has been some nctivity in
renewing fhem.

Mr. Mann: You started it, but you have
stopped half way.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS.
Ko, if there is any blame. the major portion
rests with the City Council. We contracted
to get a fairly large quantity of stone, but
eonld oot get it when we required it. There
was considerable activity in road-making
both with the City Council and with the
(Government. Natnrally, when we undertook
a fairlv comprehensive programme, it was
not easy to get a large quantity of material
at once. The hon. member was as insisten’.
as most people that any work which could
be put in hand to relieve unemployment
should be put in hand. We need not have
nndertaken the tramway work until now,
when fthe metal would have been available,
but we had to provide work for unemployed
at the time. It is better to eanse inconveni-
ence to n few people riding avound the city
than to have hundreds of men out of work.
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It is certainly the lesser of two evils. The
cost of the work has not been debited fo
loan. An amount of £21,000 is provided out
of revenue each year for the relaying of
tracks, so that the capital value may be
maintained. During the year we relaid
tracks in Neweastle-street, Bulwer-street,
Fitzgerald-street, and Hay-street from Hill-
strect eastwards. There still remains some
relaying to be done. I think the Nedlands
track will bave to be attended to this year,
and in several other parts the track is get-
ting into bad order, and will have to be re-
newed before long.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is expensive
work.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is rather unfortunate that during the years
when the deparitment were making a profit,
pufficient revenue was not paid into a re-
serve fund to permit of the tracks being
kept in proper eondition. During the time
the tramways were making a profit the
tracks were almost worn ont, and yet the
profit was taken into revenue. Now the Gov-
ernment have to find money from revenue
to put the tracks in order. It is diffieult to
keep the system in repair. It must be re-
membered that though the t{rams were
started 27 years ago, the fare in most in-
gtanees remains the same. On most of the
lines & 3d. section only is charged, and a 3d.
section was charged 27 years ago, when
wages and working rcosts were about half of
what they are to-day. We have not found
it necessary to increase the fares. T think
ours is the only system in Australia that
still retains some penny farves. Tn no other
eapital eity in the Commonwealth ean one
ride on a tram and leave it withont losing
more than a penny. While we have no de-
sire to increase fares, if costs go on increas-
ing, the fares will have to be revised. The
tracks and the ears are being kept in good
repair by means of the £21,000 provided
out of revenue caech year. The revenne of
the eleciricity supply is estimated at
£250,000 and the expenditure at £192,500.
Of the balance of £57,500, interest payments
arc expected to be £50,000, which will leave
a surplus of about £7,500.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have to
provide a sinking fund for all those things.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, and at the same time keep the asset up
to its proper value. In fact, T think it has
increased in value. When the loan is paid
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off by the sinking fund, the people will be
better ofif because the assel 1s being kept in
proper order.

tion. dir James Mitchell: The Premier
is very pleased with that explanation,

The MINISTER FOR RALLWAYS: The
I'renner is doing a wondertnl lot for pos-
terity, and posterity may perbaps remember
it, not that that will do the I’remier mueh
good. The revenue of the electricity supply
last year was £221,221 and this year it is
expecbed to be £230,000, The use of elee-
tricity is beeoming more and mere popular
with the general public, and with the
natural increase of consumption the rev-
enue should reach the estimated figure. Ex-
penditure is estimated at £20,500 more than
last year, due to maintenance of additional
lines, vost of generating additional eurrent,
and cust of long serviee leave to staif.
Interest is set down at £50,000, ar increase
of approximately £8,000, due to the fact
that new plant will be taken over during
the current year. Last year the under-
taking sold 54 millien units, and the Hguras
this year will be approximately 60 million
units. Those figures give some idea of how
the consuwmption has grown. During the
last four or five vears the consumption of
cleetrienl eurrent zenerated by the East
Perth plant has at least deubled. The only
fly in the ointment is that we have to fulfil
the agreement with the City Counecil.

1lon. 8ir James Mitehell: You took the
traniways percentage from them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am referring to the electricity supply. We
undertook to supply electricity to the City
Council at a very low figure.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: 1 thought you
were referring to the payment to them of
a percentage of the earnings.

The MINISTER FOR RAIEWAYS: The
City Couneil, under the agreement, receive
current at the rate of .75d. per unit and
they are Leking more than half of the
current generated. Ti costs the Government
A3d. to generate it, a difference of one-fifth
of a penny per unit. On each of the 24
million units gold to the City Couneil, the
andertaking loses ome-fifth of a penny,
which represents £24,000 a year. That in
itself would not he go serious if the figure
was stationary, but like the superphosphata
traffic that we were disenssing this after-
noon, the consumption of electricily is in-
creasing each year. The City Couneil are
on a good wicket in the matter of the price
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they pay lor the currenl and the price :
whieh they sell it. 1 understand they a
making £20,000 a year out of it. They a
advertising the use of electricity exter
sively. Ne one desives thaf the use of a
up-to-date method for lighting, cooking an
power purposey should be restricted, but .
is unfortunate for the pecple of the Stai
that so much of the East Perth output he
to be sold at a loss of one-fifik of a penn
per unit. At present the loss is £24,000
year, but if the increase in the use «
electricity continues as in the laat four ¢
five vears, the Government in eight or te
vears’ time will be losing £50,000 a year.

My, Sampson: Does the cost of generatio
remain the same, notwithstanding the it
crease?

The MINISTER FOR RALILWAYS: A
& result of the installation of the new uni
we may be able te decrease the cost of pre
duetion. We shall have one 12500 un’
plant operating as against three small unii
of 4,500 each, and it is expected that th
cost of production will be reditced.

Mr. North: 1% is very unfair that othe
consumers shonld have to pay more.

The MINISTER ¥OR RAIL'WAYS: Th
hon. member has a grievance in that hi
eonstituents have to pay a rate that wi
provide a profit {o counteract the loss su:
tained nnder the agreement with the Cit
Couneil.

My, Mann: You should bear in mind the
the City Council abandoned their electric:
works.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: W
bear in mind that we have to continue da
after day, week after week and year afte
year to supply increasingly large quantitie
of eurrent at an absolute loss.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: Tt was a ver
stupid agreement.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Th
agreement would not have been stupid ha
it been made for a comparatively sho
term. It would not have heen so stupid ha
a saving clause been inserted to provide a
inerease in proportion to the increased co:
of eoal. Coal is the main factor in produt
tion, representing as it does about .55d. pe
wnit. I think Collie eoal is now eostin
more than double as ecompared with th
price when the agreement was made. Th
worst of it is the agreement hag 30 od
vears to run.

Hon. G. Taylor: The more current yo
zell, the more yom lose.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
The Iremier reminds me that when the
agreement was made we were payiny 3s. 6d.
for coal, whereas the price now is 12s.

My, Davy: Do you think we ought to pay
1259

The MINISTER
When the hon. member buys a suit of
clothes, he has to pay the price demanded
by the people controlling the commn.odity.

The Premier: You mighi go to the tuilor
next door, but we canunot go to the eoal
mine next door.

Mr. Davy: I understand a new
mine is being opened up now.

The MINISTER FOR BRAILWAYS:
Whatever mine may be opened up, it will
not make much difference to the price of
coal, Daoring the last 15 years the priee of
tonl has been continually inereasing, and
L do not know whether it is stationary eveu
now. OF course, the loss on current gener-
ated for the City Couneil is not all re-
covered from the people of Coltestoe.

Mr., North: No, bhut they pay their share.

The MINISTFR FOR RAILWAYS: We
have to make up some of the loss by charg-
ing the tramways for current at 1.25d. per
unit, thongh we are supplying eurrent to
the City Council at .75d. In that there s
something of poetic justice because, while
the ratepayers have to pay the Govern-
ment =« little more for the tramway
gervice, they get it back from the City
Council in the shape of cheaper current.
But they do not get it very cheaply. The
City Council make £25,000 profit and the
money is used on recreniion gardens and
other things. In that way the ratepayers
are saved a certain amount of taxation.

Hon. Sir James MMichell: Why worry
abount it

The MINISTER . FOR RAILWAYS
The meney comes cut of a concern which is
under the controgl of the Government., and
- goes into one that is outside of Governmem
control. We lose £25,000 and the City
Council gain it.
get the henefit, inasmneh as the City Council
iwake (hat profit out of electricity. TF the
municipality di@ not make that profit the
ratepayers would have to find the money by
dircet rates. Bach of the three undertak-
ings on these Fstimates is expected to make
~profit this year, and ench is in a satisfae-
tory financial position. ®o far ns mainten-
ance is concerned, ench has been kept ap to

coal

FOR RATLAWAYS:

The ratepayers generally’
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stundard, and therve is no reason to feur that
lhe Estimales which have been put forward
will ot be realised.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [7.46]: 1 should like to refer to one
or two things that have happened in connee-
tion with the railway system. The curnings
for the year 1918-19 were £1,878,000. Last
sear the aetwal revenue was £3,574,000. 1n
seven years the revenue hag almost doubled.
It is estimated ihat the earnings this year
will be aetuully doubled. Transport ie life,
It shows, a= nothing else shows, that a eoun-
try is progressing., The operations in 1922
showed a loss of E257,000. We have in-
vested enovmous sums of money in these
jmiblie utilities. It is due to bad times that
we have built up a deficit, dur lo the war
and the aftermath of the war, due to so
many of our men leaving the State nnd to
progress being stopped for the time being,
and also due to the faet that we laid down
many railways without peopling the country
mljacenl to them. Quite apart frown the
sinking fund, which represented £120,000,
we lost £€237,000 in 1922, In 1924 we showed

a profit of £142,000, an improvement of

£399,000 in those twa years, in the working
of the railways, thus transforming an enor-
mous deficit into a substantial eredit. The
enrnings for those two years increased hy
chly £400,000. The result was a wouderful
one.  The year 1924 was the last year dur-
ing which this party occupied Lhe Treasury
Leneh, The next two years produced uny-
(hing hut satisfactovy results, The profits
hecame a defieit of £31,950. We actually
went back £174,000 in those two years, with
inereased carnings rvepresenting £109,000.
Tn the management of these conecerns we
must exercise eare. No one can say that the
comparison between those periods is ut all
favourable. Tt is true that last year, with
considerably increased eavnings, we made 2
profit of £31,000, but that does not approach
the profit of £140,000 in 1924. That is due te
the fact that onr working expenses ncreased
lsetween 1924 and 1927 by £49 per mile
worked, while the earnings incereased £26 for
cach lmle of railway w o:ked We cannot g'o
vn at that rate.

The Minister for Railways: The
member put up fares and freights.
one can do that. That is easy. ’

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 0Of
course we put up farves nnd freights, and we

hon.
Any-
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put up wages too as they have never been
put up since. I will read the figures.

The Minister for Railways: I will read to
you what happened in regard to wages,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The in-
creases since have been moderate as com-
pared to the inereases given during those
vears. The men bad no increase during the
war and did not ask for it. They received
a substantial increase just after I assumed
ollice. They vecvived more than they will
ever get again, and certainly much more
than they have had since the present Gov-
crnment took office. There is always an ex-
planation.  The Minister would he quite
justified in making an explanation if he de-
sired to do so. The result is not satisfactory.

The Minister for Railways: It is satis-
factory to the producers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
position is due to several reasons, which are
set out in the report. The document ex-
plains the inereased costs. It says this is
due fo the shortening of hours, which have
cost a considerable amount of money. There
have been some increases in wages, but they
dc not accouni for the total diffcrence in
the results achicved. We can only take the
figures from the printed returns,. We take
them nnd ask the public to have some regard
for them. In ronnection with these great in-
vestments we must exercise eare. The pub-
lic are entitled to know what has happened
in these years. We have beard a great deal
nbont superphosphate freights. Apparently
the Minister is anxious to make a bargain.
Tf he will submit his offer we will seriously
consider it. It is extraordinary that with
the increase of 20,000 tons in the smper
earried, the increase in freight should be
£11,000. The average freight is about 6s. per
ton, whereas in comparison with tbe in-
creased tonnage we have a freight of some-
thing like 11s. per ton. We wonld be better
off if we had a freight that applied all the
time. Tt was right to expect the farmer to
take his super when the wheat was ecom-
ing down to the port, so that we could
get backloading for the trueks. That
was the only justification for asking
that the super should be carried at a
cheap rate, namely, that it shonld be
transported early. Owing to the enormons
tonnage of wheat handled, the period over
whieh it is transported has considerably
lengthened. T.ast year we were bringing
down thenaands of tons lonz after the next
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season’s crops had been put in. The Min-
ister said trucks were not availanle. At
Northam I have seen hundreds of trocks
going up empty at the time when superphoz-
phates might kave been earried in them, and
yet we were told we could not get our super.
Many people had to pay the higher rate,
which was very unfair as s¢ many others
paid the lower rate. The position was pre
¢isely the same during the time when the
higher rates were heing paid.

Mr. Griffiths: On the 1st July there were
15,000 bags at one siding not then railed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
always wheat to come down as late as June
or July. The arrangement was made to suit
the department. When the fertiliser had
gone up the wheat would come back in the
same trucks, but that arrangement was not
ecntinued when the conditions wera altercd.
This year we shall be transporting wheat
for about nine months,

The Minister for Railways: In view of
the reduced estimate it should not take so
long as that. The longer period was thongt t
possible when the estimate wag #m
36,000,000 bushels,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHETI.: T think
that estimate will be realised.

The Minister for Railways: The estimaie
has been redueced by the department to
33,800,000 bushels.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
we shall get the 36,000,000 bushels.

The Minister for Railways: At least
100,000 acres of erop are being eut for hay.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: More is
being cut for hay, but that includes oats
as well as wheat. The Minister will be trans.
porting wheat to the end of June. These
is no justifiention for increasing the freights
against those who cannot get their fertiliser
railed when they want it. No one wants fer-
tiliser in June. The crop is in by that time.
Tarmers want their fertiliser from the end
¢f March onwards, but they are not able to
get it at that time, Many farmers who put
in {heir orders early did not get their fer-
tiliser in time to profit by the reduced
-freight,

The Minister for Railways: That would
be the fault of the suparphosphate «om.
panies, not of the Railway Department.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It would
not be the fault of the railways if they were
prepared to snpply the trmeks, but if the
department did not supply the trucks.
though they gent them away empty, it would
he their fault. T hardly believe they wonld
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do that. A few people have been compelled
to pay the high rate. That is not fair. We
ought to be just to all. If the Minister were
charged wilh driving & motor car without &
license he would not like to be fined 10 times
more than another person charged with the
same offence.

Mr. Dovy: Nor to be let off because he is
the Minister for Justice. .

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am sure
ke would want justice done under those eir-
ecumstances. It was not done when the
freights were increased against a few people
while others had the advantage of the lower
rates.

The Minister for Railways: Do not forget
that we extended the time,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If farm-
ers cannot get their snper because the de-
partment has no trueks, or for some other
reason, they shounld not be penalised. We
should get fertiliser on to the land ag cheaply
as possible. It 1s a freight producer; it pro-
duees a great deal of the freight that the
railways earry and a great deal in the way
of fares. Tf it were not for the erops peo-
ple would not travel, and all the machinery,
upon which a high rate is paid to balance
the super a little, would not be needed.

The Minister for Railways: There is a
higher rate on machinery because one ma-
chine oceupies a truck.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It does
pot matter if there are 40 pieces of machin.
ery in a truck; people have to pay the high
rate. The best freight agent is fertiliser.

The Minister for Railways: That is why
we cart it at sach & low rate.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The rate
is higher than it used to be.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: At one
time it was carted for a farthing per ton per
mile, without a minimum charge. When
the first Tabour (Government came in the
rates were put np, but they came down with
the Wilson Government in 1916. T should
hike to see the freight fized so that there is
no question about it.

The Minister for Railways: That is de-
girable.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHET.L: I do not
aunggest it shounld be increased, but it should
be fixed. Tf it had to be incrensed slightly
it wonld be better that all should be on the
same footing.

The Minister for Railways: There is a
similar rate in regard to fruit cases.
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Lion. bir JAMES MiTudBbLL . it has
always been satisfactory when the depart-
wment get more revenue.

The Minister for Kailways : They lust
twe or three thousand a year on fruit cases.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: ln any
event, producers ought to be encouraged in
every possible way.

The Minister for Railways: Certainly.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If farm-
ers use a better and cheaper fertiliser we
shall get splendid results from the railways.
All along the coast down to Albany the
farmers must have fertiliser. I have just
been in that district, and the growth of
clover all along the railway is magnificent.
Where a few years ago one sheep was car-
ried to two acres, there muy now be two or
three sheep (0 one acre. Where a few years
ago a man fed two or three cows rather
badly, he may now feed 15 or 20 well on
the same area, the land having been
fertilised over a term of years. Our lands
are short of phosphates. If we could apply
super to uncleared bush land, paying re-
sults would be obtained. I hope every en-
couragement will be given to the farmers
of the South-West and the wheat belt to
use more fertiliser. That would pay even
the Railway Department, becanse of in-
ereased passenger traffic and greater goods
tonnage. The more people make, the more
they spend; and the Minister will reap his
harvest from a dozen different sources. Let
the hon. gentleman encourage the use of
fertilisers in any way he pleases. The
general use of superphosphate in the South-
West has only come into heing since group
settlement started, but day by day super-
phosphate is becoming more fashionahle
there, and so the demand inereages. Super-
phosphate is a magnificent topdressing. A
friend of mine said, “It is not seed the
farmers want, but fertiliser.” We shall
avoid the necessity for buying two million
pounds’ worth of Eastern foodstuffs by
allowing fertiliser to be carried cheaply
over the reilways.

The Minister for Railways: I do not
object to carrying it cheaply.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I object
to the rate on super being inereased at any
period of the year. There should be a fixed
rate covering the whole year. Let us by
every means in our power apply secienee tn
agriculture in this way. The member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) wants fertiliser for
his people, who of course have not a great
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distance to cart it, 50 that the rate does not
make muen difference to them. If light
lands are to be farmed, much more super-
phosphute pur aere will be needed. At
Southern Cross I was astonished fo find
farmers using 25 or 30 lbs. of seed and
40 lbs. of super to the acre, with mag-
nilicent vesults, }ine cops were obtained
from light dressings, but the farmers had
to use super in order to get crops at
all.  Re-erection of buildings is in pro-
cess at Southern Cross, whereas seven
or eight years ago the town was being
pulled down. It may be said that Southern
Cross is being re-erected on a foundation of
golden grain. I am glad the Minister is
having new trucks built, If the mileaga
per day can be inereased, that helps tre-
mendounsly, but nevertheless we must have
a larger nnmber of trueks.

The Minister for Railways: Undoubtedly.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If wheat
remaius at 5s. per bushel, we ghall increase
vur wheat vield much more speedily and
more greatly than the Minister imagines.
It is all a matter of price. With wheat eon-
{inuing at 5s., we shall be putting in the
plongh at Northam and pulling it out at
Southern Cross. On the otber hand, if the
price of wheat happens to fall, much land
must go out of cultivation. But with wheat
remaining at 5s. Western Australia will
have an enormous production in a very few
years, and therefore a much larger supply
of trucks will be needed.

The Minister for Railways: There 18 con-
tinuous prosress in that respeet.

TIon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The pro-
gresy will have to be much quicker and
mueh greater. With wheat steady at bs.
var harvests will be such as the railways
wil{ nat be able to haul without a greatly
increased supply of trucks. T heard the
olher day of a man who put in 2,000 acres
uI erop and fallowed 4,000 aecres of light
land; and he made a start only in January
Iast. That would not have happened but
tor 5s. wheat. At Southern Cross I saw
the farm of & man who went out in Fehruary
of last vear, and he now has 4,000 acres of
erop, the whole of the work having been
done by him and his two hoys. The present
price of wheat is an encouragement to
peonle to grow wheat on country which
eould not be used with wheat at 3s. 6d. We
mnst get ready for what will result from
wheat staving at 3. We cannot get ready
for it in a few months. My advice to the
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Minister is to bulld a great number of ne
lrucks., If the price keeps up, tbere wi
be no time o obtain trucks when the whe
ig in the bags. Our railways do better ths
the railways of any other State, and v
ought to be thankiul that Colonel Fope
at the head of the system and that all ti
men connected with the department &
working satisfactorily. I know the railws
system fairly well from travelling all ove
the State, and I can certify that tne me
wu the stations and along the lines gene
ally are working well, That is the prope
=pirit, and produces some of the results
have mentioned. The engines importe
from Epgland have proved wonderful
satisfactory. We are now building engin:
of the same class here. Formerly we ha
not time to build them, and were compelle
to import them. The Minister will have
build locomotives gquickly.

"®he Minister for Railways: There is
‘uueh work in hand now as the shops wi
be able to complete in three years.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If s
Midland Junetion shops cannot buil
anongh locomotives, the Minister will hay
to import gome. When Mr. Seaddan b
came Minister for Railways, some old locs
motives were taken in hand at the shop
and eventually they proved highly usefy
We had to import machinery for the ren
vation of old engines. I suppose thao
I refer to were some of the first engines i
Western Australia.

The Minister for Railways: No. The
were American engines imported in 1902

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We mu
see to it that we bhave sufficient rollin
stock. I am glad that the Minister is goin
to face the question of a fixed rate fo
super. We must have new railway line
too; but when we examine the question w
find that about 3,000 miles of railway ser
our agricultnral distriets, the remsainin
1,000 being on the goldfields. Of the 3,00
miles, owing to the fact that we haxs
adopted a system of loop lines, and owing
the further fact that we run on the coast :
30 many places, there are only about 2.6t
miles serving the land; the remaining mil
e is wasted in junctions. At Merredi
the Minister said, there are five junetion
At Northam there are several, and I suppo
there should be same more. Anyway. the
are not more than 2,600 miles of effe
tive railwav in the wheat lands arn
~n the eoastline. The bhuilding of a
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other 500 miles will ecost a eouple
of million pounds, but will open wup
8 000,000 acres. The world has not buill
railways to any extent since 1914, The
world’s food supplies to-day are shorier than
they have ever been, and so we can safely
build railways mow. 1 should like to see
without any delay provision made for an-
other 500 miles of railway. The Agricul-
tural Bank is no longer drawing oa the
Treasury to keep the banh going, and the
money the bank is putting out is responsible
for all that bas bappened to increase the
cailway earnings, We ean improve the rail-
way system by building new lines and so
Lelp the Commissioner to make the rail-
ways a profitable proposition. At Esper-
ance we have taken over the line up
as far as Norseman. The sooner the
land along that line is thrown open, the
better. The Minister has suggested that a
jetty will have to be built at Esperance.
Qur job is to take the wheat to the pearest
port at the e¢heapest rate. Tt will become a
much easier job for the Commissioner if
those denling in wheat can be persuaded to
use the outports more than they do, Fre-
wantle will be more than ever congested
this year, and Albany, a magnificient har-
bour with a great place for the storage of
wheat, will be practically deserted. The Min-
.ster could get his trains throngh to Albany
vn a much shorter mileage than that to Fre-
mantle. Bunbury will have a great deal
of wheat, but conld have a great deal
more with advantage to the department.
Gteraldton, of course, is now an estal-
lished wheat port. A few vears ago
the railways earried wheat to a small mill
at Geraldton and could searcely get emough
ta keep the mill going. Last year, by con-
trast, a million bags of wheat were shipped
from (ieraldton. That is the place to which
all the wheat grown within 150 miles of the
port should be taken. For my part T would
nonsider the desirability of making a cheaper
freight to the nearest port. That would
be a fair thing,

The Minister for Railways: We give pre-
ference of trneks to those desiring to ship
through the nearest port.

Fon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That 1s
not the way to do it. Of course under the
zone svstem you pet mighty little over the
last tew miles. Now that we are getting into
big figures and that Fremantle is congested
with shippine to earrv away the wheat, I
think we might consider the question of mak-
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ing the freight fit the nearest port, Under
our existing system probably one pays 3d.
for the fivst 70 miles, and 1d. for the next
70 miles,

The Minister for Railways: It is not quite
so cheap as that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Pretty
aearly. I suppose wheat can be handled as
cheaply at Bunbury or Geraldton as at Fre-
mantle.

The Minister for Railways: Yes. But we
have fo consider the superphosphate and
work the trueks in for back loading.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You take
out 200,000 tons of superphosphate, and you
bring back 800,000 tons of wheat. I shall be
surprised if you do not have a million tons
of wheat this year. So there will be plenty
of back loading for your superphosphate
trucks, [ do not know that I need say much
more, except to make a few remarks on
the subject of long service leave. 1t is always
much greater pleasure to me to take up
figures that diselose, as these figures do, won.
derful progress than to say what I ought to
gay in criticism of the Minister, So I find
myself forgetting the Minister when point-
mg out the resuit of the work done by the
nmen on the land, and at most 1 give the Min-
ister a liftle advice about preparing for
the future, adviee of which he takes not the
slightest notiee.

The Minister for Railways: Oh, yes I do.
We are already preparing for the next few
years.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The out-
Jook three years ago was not anything like
as good as ie the prospect to-day. That is
not beeause of anything that has happened
in this State; rather is it the result of
what has happened away from the State.
First there is the world's shortage of food
stuffs. Then there is the Empire’s position.
Britain mmnst treat the whole of the Empire
ag one unit, and of course she must make
special efforts to get us developed. Wea have
to absorb a great many of her people, and
she has to take a great deal of our food.
There has been a marvellous change within
a very few years, and T believe that the next
few years will show a very much greater
percentage result. Certainly if we be trne
to ourselves that result will be achieved.
The Minister worries about his tramways,
and his electricity agreement with the City
Couneil. It wns never thonght that after
making the agreement we were going to
lose a lot of money becanse of the cheap
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rate at which people would be buying the
current, and that the Minister would be tak-
ing it back from them through another
branch of departmental service. The trams
make good the supply of electriecity.

The Minister for Railways: To some ex-
tent. Anybody, besides the City Counecil,
who uses eleetric current has to pay
more for it because of the agreement.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But they
need not believe that but for the agreement
they would get it at a very much cheaper
rate than at present. Because of the had
agreement we made with the City Couneil,
we are charging more on the trams than we
otherwise would.

The Minister for Railways: We used to
debit the framways 1l4d.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If we did
not sell to the City Council at .75d. per unit,
we gshould charge the tramways less. It was
at first a good agreement but, owing to
changed cireumstances, it has become a bad
agreement. However, the benefit is still
poing to the people in some shape or other.
I believe these departments also are well
managed by those in authority. 1i is only
right that we should acknowledge the good
work done by the management. As to long
gervice leave, the position is not satisfactory.
I should like the Government to offer the
men as an alternative the cost of long ser-
viee leave, to be devofed to some fund estaib-
lished to provide for a retiring allowance.

The Minister for Railways: They were
consulted about it, boi they preferred long
service leave,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T think
they were wrong.

The Minister for Railways: The younger
men wanted long service leave, but the older
men wanted a pension scheme.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They had
better do the thing that is good for them,

Mr. Kenneally: There is no reason why
they should not have both.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: No, none
at all. Why have not the Government given
them both leng ago?

Mr. Kenneally: Because the hon. member,
when Premier, did not give them even one.

Mr. Wilson interjected.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELYL.: Naw,
there is the man who has put up the cost of
running the railways. The member for East
Perth said T did not give the men long ser-
vice leave. Of course T did not. It could
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not be done. Had I conseated to promise i
1 might have bought a great many vote:
And, behaving like a scoundrel, I might hav
said, “I will give you long service leave,
and then I might have failed them afte
getting their votes. They were promise
long service leave 3% years ago, and a weel
ago they got the first instalment of it.

The Minister for Railways: Who prc
mised it?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELTL: You dic

The Minister for Railways: 1 did nof
The hon. member cannot show any utteranc
of mine in which 1 promised it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
were promised long service leave 334 year
ago, and they got the first of it a week age
They voted on that promise 314 years ago.

The Minister for Railways: 1 do not kno
that ony member of the (Govermment pro
miged it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: O
course it was promised. Tt was part o th
policy of the Government.

The Minister for Railways: 1t was not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELT.: | say i
was.

The Minister for Railways: I*rove it.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If ‘h
Minister will resign on my proving it,
will prove it. T remember that the Ministe
when sitting over there, moved a motio
affirming long service leave.

The Minister for Railways: That did na
say that T promised it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt -ai
vou believed in it.

The Minister for Railways: T eertainly b
leved in it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHETLL: The hin
member helieves in it. Three and a hal
vears ago he promised it. and last weck th
men got the first instalment of it. Figh
months ago it was promised again.

The Minister for Railways: It was pr
mised hefore the last elections. hut that wa
the only time.

Hon. G. Taylor: Ne, it was promised T
years ago.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELYL: It wa
promised a second time.

The Minister for Mines: They eventnall
got it and thev would not have got it i
vou had remained in office.

Mr. Mann: They have not oot it eve
now,
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The Minister for Mines: They bhave got
it. You surely did not expect us to give
it to them in one day.

Mr. Mann: It will take ten years to give
it to all.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tke hon.
member cannot tell the people what would
have happened if we had remained in power.

The Minister for Mines: I am not far
out, anyhow. You have never found me
wrong.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
been trying to find the Minister right. At
the 1924 election I did say to the people
that long service leave was promised and
that it ecould not be granted. Things im-
proved and in 1927 I told them they could
have either a retiring allowance or long
~ervice leave. The people have had the
opportunity to vote twice and they have
returned the present Government twice.

Mr. Clydesdale: And will return them =
third time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not if
von get tin hares.

Mr. Clydesdale: Are you interested in tin
hares?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, but
the Railway Department are.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
jections must cease. .

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
olad you are ordering the interjections to
nense. Members opposite are very anxious
that I should not say what I wish to say
on the subjeet of long serviee Ieave, which
has been twice promised and which a week
ago, was granted to the first individual.

Mr. Kenneally: And you are disap
pointed ¥

These inter-

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
not.
The Minister for Mines: Very disap-

pointed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I
should have heen very sorry if any of those
promises had been hroken. Three years’
delay is a long time, and it is about due to
the Government to fulfil the promise they
made so far back. Now we are told it is
being fulfilled at the rate of £35,000 a year.
Why, more than half of the railway men
will be dead before their turn comes to re-
ceive long serviee leave.

The Minister for Railways: I said about
£40,000 in eight months.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
that leave had accumulated in 1912 when
the present Premier told the railway people
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they could not have long service leave be-
canse it would cost £169,000. The same
thing was told them in 1913. Now long ser-
vice leave will eost £300,000 and the Gov-
ernment are expending £35,000 of it this
year, Of course the leave is still accumulat-
ing every day. It is a sum that my friend
the member for East Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally) ean work out—how long it will take
these men to get their leave at the rate of
an expenditure of £35,000 in eight months.

Mr. Kenneally: The member for East
Perth in conjunction with the railway
officers, has already worked it out.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
how long will it take?

Mr. Kenneally: The information will be
placed before yom later on, if you want it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:: The hon.
member who is drawing £600 a year to serve
his country might at least give us this in-
formation if it is in his possession., I eon-
sider it will take a long time for 8,000 men
in the railways to get their long service
leave. Many of them have already servedl
the necessary period and are entitled to it,
Some have served nine years, some eight,
some six and some [ive, and the sceumula-
tion in time will be so heavy that it will be
hopeless to expect to meet the cost by spend-
ing £35,000 in each eight months.

The Minister for Railways: You eannol
raise the expenditure to the extent of
£100,000 in each year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then
these men should have been told hefore the
election that they could not get it.

The Minister for Railways: The men
whom you say are anxious about it, are
more than sefisfied.

Mr. Withers: I wish the Leader of the
Oppositiot had introduced long service leave
when he was in power. I would have had
the opportunity to enjoy it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member has a mueh better job now. I
would like the Minister to tell us why we
are voting the cost on these Estimates. If
we approve of these FEstimates, we shall
be approving of long service leave. Why
eannot we fix it up in & permanent way?
If the House is willing to approve of the
expenditure to enable ten men to get the
leave, all must get it. Why do we want
to go to the Arbitration Court to register
an agreement which ean last for only three
vears? The matter has nothing to do with
the Arbitration Court, Why cannot we do
it in a proper way?

Then
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Hon. G. Taylor: By an Act of Parlia-
ment.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, if
yon like. Sueh an Aet would have my sup-
port.

The Minister for Railways: All induws
triul agreements embody such things, hours,
wages, holiday pay.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: Holiday
pay, yes, but an agreement can bhe regis-
tered for a period of only three years. ls
it fair that such a matter should rest on
an agreement that has a currency of only
three vears. It will take three times three
Jyears for men who have just joined the
serviee to become entitled to long service
holiday. It is not doing the thing fairly.
The men are being asked to make a saeri-
fice. This uneertainty is bad for them and
for the department as well. If Y were sit-
ting on the other side of the House I would
not permit the Government to do it in this
way. I hope members opposite will see
that it is dope in the proper way and that
it is not left to chance.

Mr. A. Wansbrongh: Do you suggest
giving long service leave to all at the one
time ¢

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
could not be dome.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Then what is the
good of arguing the point?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We know
that railway men have to serve a consider-
able period hefore they perform responsible
duties.

Mr. Xenneally: That is always recognised
in the wages paid.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
comrse it 15 recognised. It would be better
for those men who cannot easily be spared
to even now nsk the Government to arrange
a retiring allowance rather than long service
leave. That would be the decent and right
thing to do. We are fooling the people
when we tell them that they can have their
leave, knowing full well that they cannot
get away. Is that the way to treat men
who serve ns well?

The Minister for Railwavs: The railway
men have got that which satisfies them.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: ] doubt
it, but in any ease they have not got it vet.

The Minister for Railways: Tt will take
12 or 18 months to arrange matters so as
to enable them to get awav.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Mv ad-
vice is that they will be better off, and the
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country will be better off if they agree to
aceept a certain amount of money as a con-
tribution to & fund that will provide some-
thing for them when they retire. This is a
hard and eold world, and when a man re-
tires at & fair age he wants something to
fall back upon. The money they will get
from the fund will be more helpful than all
the long service leave that can be given them,
We know that some cannoi afford to make
use of their leave. 1 do not suppose live
per cent. of the adult males of this State
ever take three or four months’ holiday. I
venture to say that the Minister himself
has never had three or four months' holiday
at a time.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If any
of these people should take a long holiday,
it will mean considerable expense. Not
many of them will be able to afford it. It
is not possible to travel cheaply in these
days.

The Minister for Railways: You do not
have to travel far to get a good rest. We
don’t propose to send them round the world.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL : Of
course you do not, The Minister does not
care a jot where they go.

The Minister for Railways: No, so long
as they return to work.

Hon. S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: We
would all be better off if we had more recrea-
tion leave but unfortunately we cannot have
it. As these men are not going to get it,
and have becn fooled for three years and
eight months, this is the time to do a fair
thing.

The Minister for Railways: I do not think
the hon. member is justified in making that
statement.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
justified.

The Minister for Railways: It is wrong,
and not justified at all. The hon. member
should withdraw his statement. The Gov-
ernment have fooled ne one. That is abso-
lutely and deliberately wrong.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T tive in
a town where there are many railway em-
plovees.

The Minister for Railways: And so do T.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I repre-
sent them, and I have a perfect right to
speak for them as well as for the people of
the State.
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The Minister for Railways: The hon.
member is absolutely misrepresenting the
position when he says the Government fooled
anyone.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I will
withdraw that statement if the Minister de-
sires and say that if that is just the best
the Government ean do for the men, and
they are content with i, then the men will
be content with anything.

The Minister for Railways: It is a long
way better than anyone else did for them.

Mr. Davy: Will you let us have & look at
the papers?

The Minister for Railways: Yes, we have
not stopped anyone from looking at the
papers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : We
should see about that in relation to the ar-
rangements for registering this agreement.
T hope the Minister will do the thing in a
proper and decent fashion.

The Minister for Railways: We bhave
done so.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It has
not been donme in a decent fashion. Every
three years it will be a great question at
election time, as it has been at the last two
elections. There is no doubi about that.
It is not in the interests of the men them-
selves that there should be any uncertainty
about it.

The Minister for Railways: There will be
no uncerfainty; it will be nrranged and
done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It has
not been arranged and has not been done.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, it has,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister must make some permanent provi-
sion for the railway men just as is done for
the civil servants. Why should not the rail-
way men have the same permanency and
certainty about it as the civil servants have?

The Minister for Railways: And they
have got it.

Hon. S8ir JAMES MITCHELL:
way?

The Minister for Railways:
tions,

Hon. Bir JAVMES MITCHELL: The
eivil servanta have their Act and the railway
men shonld be treated in the same way.
There should not be any less certainty ahout
their position.

The Minister for Railways:
think there ia.

In what

In regula-

I do not

1756

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Government hbave not done justice to the
railway men in dealing with this question as
they have. It is up to the Government
to see that the promises they made are car-
ried out.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: They have got what
they asked for, and should be satisfied.

Hon. H, Millington: I think the railway
men know their own business just as well
us the Leader of the Opposition does.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
an idea it i5 my concern to do what T ean
for all sections of the people.

Hon, H. Millington: The railway men
are more interested in this than you are.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course they are.

Hon, H. Millington: And they are pretty
shrewd, too.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Bat in
this instance they have been misgmided.

Hon. H. Millington: I do not think they
want the hon. member’s adviee when fixing
up an agreement.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know that they asked the hon. member for
his advice at all.

Hon. H. Millington: I did not poke my
nose icto it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: As s
matter of fact, the railway men will be
right if they say they have been twice de-
ceived and they will not be deceived a third
time.

Mr. Marshall: You are a great fighter for
the industrialists.

[3r. Panton took the Chair.)

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.50] :
We can congratulate ourselves on the satis-
factory report in conneetion with the Rail-
ways Department. It is satisfactory to find
that, after having to face inecreased costs in
eonneetion with the 44-hour week and the
new bagie wage, the railways have Leen ablo
to show a small profit. T am prepared to
say, however, that, to my mind, that profit
is a fctitious one.

The Minister for Railways: Not at all.

Mr. THOMSON: My reason for saying
that is fo be found in Return No. 15 supplied
by the Premier when he introdueed his Esti-
mates. That is the refurn relating to the
Railwavs. It will be seen that in 1923-24
there was paid for renewals an amount of
£827,333 out of revenue, and each year since
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the present Government have been in charge
of the department we find less has been paiid
out of revenue for remewals and more has
been charged up to loan. From that point
of view, therefore, I am wondering if the
statement made by the Minister in all gooil
faith is justified, partieularly when we ex.
amine the figures, Alihough be showed a
amall profit of £35,000 that has been created
by virtue of the fact that more and more
of the expenditure has been charged to Loan
Aeccount and less and less to revenue.

The Minister for Railways: That is en-
tirely wrong. The Railway Department's
accounts are kept absolutely acenrately,

Mr. THOMBON: 1 do not suggest thev
are not,

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment have nolhing te do with the railway
aceounts. Do you suggest that the railway
olficers are cooking the aercunits,

My. THOMSON: T did not sugwest that
at all.

The Minister for Railways: You snggested
that items were charged up te loan instead
of to revenue.

Mr. THOMSON: And that is borne out
by the statisties.

The Minister for Railways:
the kind.

Mr. THOMSON: When the present Gov-
ernment took office in 1924 the Railway De-
pariment, for renewals and equipment, cou-
tributed out of revenue £827,333, whereas for
the year 1926-27 the nmount charged up to
revenue nnder that heading was only
£643,158,

The Minister for Railways: You cannot
put that construction on the figures.

Mr. THOMSON : I ean put no other con-
struction on them. Prior to the present Gov-
ernment taking office, the amount charged
agninst revenne under the heading of the
eapital cost of construetion and equip-
ment of lines that were open, amounted to
£862,515. It was practically the same
amount in 1922-23 but in 1923-24 it was re-
duced to £827,333. Then, in 1924-25, after
the present Government had taken office, the
amount was reduced to £798,050: in 1925-26
to £658,134; and in 1926-27 to £643,158. 1t
mav he a perfeetly legitimate charge against
revenne, but there are the fizures submitted
hy the Premier. If the amounts payable:
each vear for renewals and so forth have
been reduced as I have indicated, it simply
means that in the past more has been
charged up against revenue and now moro

Nothing of
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is charged up against the Loan Aceount
In such eireumstances it has been easy t
provide such a balauee sheet. Coming t
the guestion of long service leave, the Min
ister said that no one would oppose it.
opposed it conaistently.

The Minister for Railways: I said no on
would repudiate it.

Mr. THOMSON: From econversations .
have had with many railway employees,
know that if the Government had provide
a superannuation fund it would have bee;
more advantageons for the railway men.

Mr. Kenneally : Will the hon. membe
support the provision of a superannuatior
fund for the railway men?

Mr. THOMSON: For the same amoun
of money, most certainly I will suppor
that in preference to the Government's long
serviee leave proposals. Seeing that the
average railway man has 2 wife and family
the long service leave will be of little
henefit to him. No Government employee:
are more favourably situated than are the
railway men. On the whole their condi:
tions are better. So far as I can judge
they are getting exactly the same basic
wage as is paid to those who work ir
totally different conditions, in addition t¢
which they are fortunate enough to hav:
privileges regarding passez over the rail-
ways and so forth. I am not guestioning
that at all.

Mr. Kenneally: Perhaps that is why your
party did not give the rallway mnen ther
long service leave.

Mr. THOMSON: If the hon. member
wants a diseussion upon the methods adopte
by the Government, I am prepared to assist
him. I have consistently stated that in my
opinion it would be more beneficial fo pro-
vidle & superannuation fund or retiring
allowance for the men than long service
leave.

Mr. Kenneally: Your party gave the men
nothing at all.

Mr. THOMSON: Some people are so one-
eyed and small in coneception that they thinls
other people cannot possibly do justice to
any section. I ean assure the member for
East Perth (Mr. Kenneally) that he is not
the Alpha and Omega so far as the railway
men’s requirements are concerned. He may
take a great deal of credit to himself, hut
there are a large number of men in the Rail-
way Department' who are level-headed nnd
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sensible, and have ideas of their own re-
garding that phase of the question.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are not
diseussing the member for East Perth.

Mr. THOMSON : Then if that hon. mex-
ber will cease interjecting, I will confine my
attention to the Railway Estimates. I asked
the Minister whether a ballot was taken
among the employees in regard to this ques-
tion.

The Minister for Railways:
that was not done.

Mr. THOMSON : 1 may not know as much
about it as the Minister, nor yet as much as
the member for East Perth who claims to
know g0 much about the railwaymen’s re-
quirements. I believe, however, that if the
Minister bad sought an expression of opin-
ion from the employees by means of a bal-
lot, he would probably have found that they
were more favourably disposed towards a
superannnation fund than to the long
serviece leave proposal. If a man’s eye-
gight becomes defective, he has to leave his
position; when he reaches n certain age he
has to retire from the service. In many in-
stances that represents a great hardship. A
man who has been working for wages alt his
life is setldom able to save sufficient to live
independently. If the hon. member and
those who are so keen to look after the in-
terests of the railway employees had endeav-
oured to get the money applied as I have
indicated, a majority of the employees would
have preferred it.

Mr. Kennedy: They rejected the super-
annuation scheme.

Mr. THOMSON: I have the Minister's
statement that they were not consulted about
it.

The Minister for Rallways: The unions
were consulted about it.

Mr. THOMSON: Of course the unions
were consulted!

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The unions took a
vole.

Mr. THOMSON: There is a case await-
ing ihe decision of the Arbitration Court as
to whether wages shall be increased, and I
veature to say that quite 2 number of men
were hauled up to the court by the member
for East Perth to give evidence.

The Minister for Railways: Hauled up!

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes, hauled up.

The Miniater for Railways: Dragged up
by the heela!

You know
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Mr, THOMSOXN : Those men, it spoken to
privately, would admit that they were ask-
ing too much.

Mr. Kenneally: You are now trying to
speak for the Arbitration Court.

Mr. THOMSOX: No one knows better
than the hon. member that the case he pre-
sented was far-fetched, and the rates asked
for were in excess of what the men con-
sidered they were entitled to receive. It is
useléss for the hon. member to try to brow.
beat me. While I may not know as much as
be about putting a case to the counrt, I prob-
ably know a great deal more than he does
about the actval hardships that people suf-
fer. I cannot congratnlate the Government
on the way in which they granted long ser-
vice leave to the railway men. Three years
ngo the Government promised them that they
should have long service leave.

The Minister for Railways: We did not.
I have repndiated that twice.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister may re-
pudiate it. but there is no gainsaying that
the railway employees expected the Govern-
ment to fnlfil the promise made.

The Minister for Railways:
whom ?

Mr. THOMSON : By members of the Min-
ister’'s own party., The Minister himself,
when siiting on the Oppositivn side of the
House, moved the motion.

The Minister for Railways: Well, what
of that?

Mr. THOMSON: Surely the Minister is
not going to suggest thai he was not sin
cere.

Hon. G. Taylor: He told the railwaymen
it would have been carried if it had not
been for me.

Mr. THOMSON: Surely the Minister is
not going to suggest that he was insincere
when he moved the motion. T am satisfied
he was sincere. When he became Minister
for Railways the men looked to him to fulfil
the promise he had made.

The Minister for Railways: No; the mo-
tion was that long service leave be arranged
for by the Railway Department, and it was
arranged for as soon as possible. In the
meantime other necessary industrial reforms
were granted to the employees.

Mr. Kenneally: And in the meantime also
there was a necessary change of Government.

Mr. THOMSON: We assume that the
Labour Party won the election on that pro-
mige. That bears out the statement I made..

Made by
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I think the railway employees were of
opinion that long service leave would be
granted by administrative act.

Hon. G. Taylor: Of course.

Mr. THOMSON: At the election last
March the Government said, “If we are re-
turned we will give it to you.” If that was
not an election bribe, 1 do not know what
was.

Hon. G. Taylor: The men did not helieve
them at the last eleetion.

Mr. Withers: Fulfilling 2 promise would
not constitute an election bribe.

Mr. THOMSON: Was it nol remarkable
that the Labour Party were in office for three
years and, though they had had plenty of
time to bring the matter forward, they re-
frained from doing so until just before the
last election. One counld come {o no other
conclusion than that it was an election bribe.
We naturally concluded that the question
of granting long service leave would he
brought before the House and determine:l
in a constitutional manner.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is right.

Mr. THOMSON: Members would then
hove been nble to discuss the question and
consider it in all its bearings. But what
have the Government done? They have pui
the matter into the hands of the Arbitra-
tion Court and the court is awarding leave
over a period of three years. If, during
that period, there is any change for the
worse in the finances of the railways, which
Qod forbid, then those not Incky enongh to
qualif’y within that period may not get long
service leave.

Hon. . Taylor: You think the court will
not renew it?

Mr. THOMSON: If the finances of onr
vailwavs reach the parlous condition of the
vailway finances in New South Wales,
Queen<land, and even South Australis, 1
believe the Arbitration Court wounld hesitare
to renew it.

Mr. A. Wanshrough: Do vou think the
railway men would press for itd

Mr. THOMSON : That is the point. Th¢
hon. member, who is an 0ld railway em-
ployee, asks whether the men would press
for it. The bulk of the railway employees,
T believe, would say they were quite pre-
pared to stand by the State and do a fair
thing. 'The member for Albany, however,
is baecking up my argument, though qute
unconsciously. From many years’ experi-
ence as o traveller on the railways and as
a customer of the railways for 25 years,
I have never met a finer body of men than

[ASSEMBLY.]

those in our Railway Department. They
compare more than favourably with the
staff of any other railway service.

Mr. Kenneally: Possibly I could get yon
to give evidence on their behalf before the
Arbitration Court,

Mr., THOMSON: Of those qualifications
I should have no hesitation whatever in
speaking, but I think my evidence would
hardly suit the hon. member. I would not
be sufficiently submissive; T wounld not he
prepared to go into the court and pre-
sent as my evidence something previously
prepared and handed {o me by the hon.
member. I am afraid I would show a cer-
tain amount of independence.

Mpe, Lindsay: He would probably treat
you as a hostile witness,

Mr, THOMSON: Let me deal with an-
vther phase. I believe in giving eredit
where eredit is due. There is no doubt that
m the administrative officers we have men
of outstanding ability. On the Estimates
we find salary increases for the manager of
the tramways and for officers in other de-
partments, and it would have been only an
act of justice to extend the same courtesy
to the Commissioner of Railways. During
his regime he has eclearly demonstrated his
ability to handle the staff to advantagn.
That is evidenced by the splendid resulis.
Despite the fact that working costs have
heen increased through the introduction of
the 44-hour week and through other sux-
charges, the Commissioner has heen able {o
show a small profit, though for that he
must thank to some extent the hountiful
liarvest. We have a large railway serviee,
and it is rather staggering to find that the
Midland Railway Company pay their Com-
missioner a higher salary than we pay
Colonel Tope.

Mr. Kennedy: Nonsense!

Mr. THOMSON : It is not nonsense, The
hon, member should not interject in that
way unless he knows the facts. From my
information the gentleman administering
Midland Railway is reeeiving more than
is our Commisssioner of Railwavs., As the
(Government have granted increascs in other
departments, the Commissioner of Railways
is entitled to similar consideration. Tt is
gratifving to find that the working of the
railways reflects the increased prosperity of
the State due to the bountiful harvest. T
do not propose to deal elosely with the
figures, hut it is worthy of mention that
direcet primary production was responsible
for approximately a million pounds worth
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of freights. The railways may be regarded
as the financial barometer of the State. 8o
long as we have good seasons and the rail-
ways are not overburdened by unjust de-
mands, they will be able to show satisfac-
tory results. Tt has been suggested that
the freight on superphosphate should be
increased by 6d. per ton., We know that
superphosphate is being carried at a very
cheap rate. The Minister, however, realises
that there is no freight carried by his de-
partment that gives a better return. Not
only does it give a return to the depart-
ment, but it gives a return to the State
through the Agrieultural Bank and in many
other ways. The nse of superphosphate is
not only refiected in inereased railway traf-
fic, but in inereased incomes from which
the Treasurer obtains revenue. The Minis-
ter for Lands visited my district during
the last week end. We inspected a distrie:
which a few years ago was regarded s
one of the most hopeless centres in the
State. We bad Professor Paterson and ex-
perts of the Agrienltural Department down
there, and all the people said the land was
not productive, and was not capable of
carrying live stock so that it was possible
to breed fromn it. Experiments have since
been carried out, .some at the suggestion of
the department, with the result that super-
phosphate has heen extensively used as =»
top dressing, and land which had not re-
sponded in any way to agriculture is now
giving excellent retnrns. By the use of
superphosphate that distriet will now raise
hundreds of thousands of acres to a high
taxable value, which must be of bencfit to
the State. Not only will the people in the
district be able to pay rates and taxes, but
wilt be able to progress with their own
afisirs. The railways have given excellent
results. The regrading has been profitable
work. The employees of the system have
been able by means of suggestions to bring
about alterations and different methods
which bave meant considerable savings in
the cost of administration. Most of the
employees with whom T come into contact
are imbued with the desire to earn their pay.
If, however, there was less interference by
the unions, some of the men would be more
satisfied than they are now.

Hon, G. Taylor: You need not look at
the member for East Perth,

Mr. THOMSON: I would not dare to do
80, lest T should be ruled out of order.
Many employees, if they wers inter-
fered with less by the wunions and
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bad fewer restrictions imposed upon
them, would find their pay envelope every
fortnight larger than it is to-day and would
be more satisfied.

The Minister for Railways.
are the unions themselves.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister eannot
pull wool over my eyes.

The Minister for Railways: I do not want
to.

Mr. THOMSON: Some of us knew a Lit-
tle about the unions and their methods.

The Minister for Railways: I know all
about them. You have not been a member
of the Railway Union.

Mr. THOMSON: No, but from the men
I have heard of some of the ramifications vt
the wanion. 1 have heard that instruections
have gone out from a cerfain union to the
effect that if a train loses half an hour the
men are not permited to make up that time.

The Minister for Railways: I do not think
any union did that.

Mr. TEIOMSOX: It may be incorrect in-
formation.

The Minister for Railways:
is,

Mr. THOMSON: I have been informed
that that is so. Probably there are men in
the service who are not working much more
than 3¢ hours a week, but are being paid as
if they worked 44. These men would be
satisfied to work a little longer and get some
overtime, because it would mean a heavier
envelope at the end of the fortnight.

Mr. A. Wansbrongh: You are treading
on dangerous ground, You will lose your
depot.

Mr. THOMSON: Thke hon. member is
not justified in making that remark. We
are here to administer the affairs of the
State. I am not dealing with any parti-
cular depot. The same thing might apply
to Albany. We are very fortunate in having
administrative officers who have shown, de-
spite ever increasing cost, very good re-
sults. I am going to wateh the Railway De-
partment closely during the next 12 montbs
to see whether it will show as good results
as it has shown in the past, and whether the
next annual report will reveal the same pro-
gress. The State derives quite a number
of benefits from the foresight of depart-
mental experts. The Minister referred to the
regrading of the line between Wooroloo and
Chidlows, and said this meant an inerease;
of 800 tons in the load. That shows that
the administrators of the department are

These men

It probably
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very keen. 1 congratulate the Minister om,
having provided new trucks, which were ab-
solutely essential. We are adding to the
railvay mileage every year, and have much
lecway to make up. 1 was gratified to heay
that provision was being made for extra
sheets. They will be of great benefit to many
districts, I should like to see more provision
made for sidings. In the Nyabing exten-
sion from Katanning there are two sidings
through which the railway has passed for
several years. At present the settlers have
to drive their stock many mtles to the nearest
trucking yard. The Minister may say that
they can always have the use of the port-
able race, but there are no yards in which
to bandle the stock. Sooner than face that
inconvenience the settlers lhave travelled
their sheep to Nyabing or in the opposite
direction. I hope the Minister will be able
to make some provision for goods sheds.
Quite a number of sidings are unattended.
The Minister may say that at the chenp
rate at which he is hauling super. the rail-
ways eannot afford fo provide shed accom-
modation. When saper. is being earried at
the peak periods it is to the interests of the
department to see that the trncks are un-
Toaded as early as possible. I believe that
the Commissioner authorises flying pangs to
unlead the trneks. Trucks of super. may
arrive and the settlers, being unable to cart
all of it at once, leave some of it behind.
If the department could provide some cheap
shed accommodation at these places, eapablo
of sheltering several tons of material and
produce, ther would be supplying a long
felt want. At several unattended =idings in
my district farmers have preferred to go
four or five miles out of their way, and have
their goods delivered at some other place
where they can store them in a shed. I
promise the Minister to give his suggestion
as to superphosphate freights serious con-
sideration. One hesitates to accept willingly
any tncrease in railway freights. Like the
incorae tax, it is easy to put it on, but 1t is
hard to get it back. The presen! position is
unsatisfactory. Mary people require their
super. for top dressing at a time when the
Rajlway Department are charging the
higher rate.

Mr. Griffiths: Do they not allow a con-
eession during that time?

Mr. THOMSON: No. People have to
pay the higher rate after April. The State
has every remson to congratulate itself
upon the satisfactory financial posi-
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tion when we compare it with rail-
ways in other parts of the Commonwealth.

MR. EENNEALLY (Kast Perth) [9.28]:
Phere are some speakers who, if they con-
fined themselves to farming questions,
would be dealing with matters upon which
they are authorities.

Mr. Griffiths: And upon which you know
everything.

My, EENNEALLY : When they reach
out and deal with other questions it often
happens that they show that what they do
not know would fill a fair sized volume.
To-night we have heard the opinion of one
or two speakers as to what the railway men
think on the question of long service leave.
We have heard from the member for
Katanning oune of the reasons why he has
become so suddenly an advoeate of long
service leave to railway ewmployces, inde-
pendently of the faet that those who were
directing the hon. member’s party during
the last campaign said that long service
leave was too costly for the country and
could not be granted.

Hon. G. Taylor : That was an honest
opinion, was it not?

Mr. KENNEALLY: Yes.

Houn. G Taylor: They were not catering
for votes.

My. KENNEALLY : Tha! represented the
views of members opposite. Why, now that
the Government have done the right thing
and given this long service leave, have
members become apostles of the idea? For
a long time their party denied the justice
of such a scheme.

Mr. Thomson: Are you suggesting that
I am in favour of it?

Mr. KENNEALLY : The hon. member
said he was prepared to expend the money,
and the Leader of the Opposition said he
wag willing to support it.

Mr. Thomson: I did not say for long
service leave. Y said it was the lesser of
two evils, and that if the money had to be
spent it might be spent on that.

The Minister for Railways: They are not
either of them evils; they are two good
things.

Mr. KENNEALLY : The hon. member
has left it open so thai he can oppose long
service leave if the opportunity offers. Yet
he is so anxions eoncerning the welfare of
the railway men that he says, in conjune-
tion with the Leader of the Opposition,
fhat the fault they have fo find with the
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Governwent is that they have net done the
right thing by the railway men because this
leave should have been granted three years
ago.

My, Thomson: L did not say thal,

Mr, KENNEALLY : There was a very
necessary chanpe of Government, amd ar
lagl the hope long deferred was grunteu.
The railway men have now received whai
they should have veceived from the Ciovern-
ment of which the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) was a menber.

Mer. Latham: L{ was & question of tinding
the money for Jong service leave.

Mr. KENNEALLY ; Such questions as
that of policy in regard to railway bridges
can be dealt with on the Loan Hstimates,
The previous Minister for Railways pro-
mised the construction of certain bridges,
and the promise has not been fulfilled.
There is also the question of the Mt. Law-
ley subway. Turning now to the question
of the railways being a paying concern, I
must point out the neeessity for a change
in our policy of management. People whao
deny the railway workers social justice are
not behind the door when it comes to riding
on the backs of railway men and struggling
farmers in order to secure cheap service
from the railway system. There is a method
by which a man is assisted to go on the
tand, but there is no period at whieh he is
told, “You have made good on the land,
and therefore must pay for services
rendered.”

Mr. Thomson: He is charged a high land
tax..

Myr. KENNEALLY : BEveryone in the
State pays land tax. In and out of this
Chamber I bave always contended that
there should be a period for telling the man
on the land, “You have now to look after
vourseif,”

Mr. Latham: He does so, ivo.

Mr. Thomson: And he carries yon and
many others on his baek.

Mr. KENNEALLY: There is the workers'
homes legislation, whiech says to the man
without a home, “You will be aszisted to
provide a home for yourself” A similar
limitation does not apply to the farmer,
who can receive assistance from the State
whether he already has one farm or 10
farms. On the question of whether the rail-
WAYs are a paying proposition we have to
imquire whether the freights charged mean
a fair return for the serviees rendered. In
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many cases the answer is, No. Many men
on the land who receive assistance have
three, four, or five farms, and to that ex-
tent vepresent obstacles io the struggling
tnen on Lhe land. We are told that cheap
rates for super pay the State becanse it
gets a benefit in the greater yield of wheat.

Mr. CGriffiths: New Zealand recognises
that principle; there the State carries super
free.

Mr. KENNEALLY: And that is the
reason why New Zealand’s finances are in
such 2 condition. If the argument applies
to super and wheat, should it not also ap-
ply to sawmilling machinery and mining
machinery, which help to produce commo-
dities that give the railways the tonnage
necessary for satisfactory financial re-
turns? But would the farmers’ represen-
tatives here support such a proposal?

Mr. Thomson: Get another drought like
that of 1914 and you will damned soon see
where you are!

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

My, KENNEALLY: The member for
Katanning must be getting interested when
he uses such language. Legislation is
needed to compel the established farmer to
get off the backs of the other farmers and
off the Railway Department’s back. The
farmer requiring no further assistance
should be told to cease taking assistance and
to render gome to farmers not so well estab-
lished. Either we must cease to regard
our railways as a paying concern, or else
we must provide for them a developmental
grant from the Treasury for special ser-
vices rendered, and & further grant in re-
cognition of the fact that some of our rail-
ways can only be regarded as developmental
agencies. The Constitutionalists opposite
always say to the workers, “Take the ecase
to the Arbitration Court”; hut as soon as
they see the least possible rhance of long de-
layed justice being granted to the workers,
they endeavour, from the foor of this Cham-
ber, to direet the Arbitration Court as to
whal that eourt should do in regard to evi-
dence subinitted. The member for Katan-
ning did that.

Mr. Thomson: Do you suggest that the
claims yon put up were reasonable?

Mr. KENNEALLY: I suggest that if the
hon. member interjecting had the oppor-
tunity he desires, the railway employees of
this State wonld find themselves in a most
parlons condiiion.

Mr. Thomson: Certainly not.
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Mr. KENNEALLY: At any rate, they
had suilicient sense to tell the member for
Katanning that they would have nothing to
do with bim and that they had placed their
case in abler hands. Another aspect of
reilway finance requiring atiention is the
sysiem whereby the awnount of the tax un
unimproved land values was to be ecllected
and paid into Consolidated Revenue, railway
freights and charges to be reduced in a co:-
responding degree. The amount of the tax
was estimated at £45,000. Can we jndec
a publie utility as a business coneern if we
direct that revenue must be paid in to one
departiient and that sn equivalent amount
must go out of another department, which
never received it?

Mr. Tatham: You see that it is done; we
cannot do so.

Mr. KENNEALLY: When we give con-
sideration to the question whether the rail-
ways are paying or not, we must remember
the services rendered for which the depart-
ment is not fully paid,

The Minister for Lands: Does the Rail-
wuy Departiment not get paid from other
sources?

Mr. KENNEALLY : From which source?

The Afinister for Lands: The sources that
are served,

Mr. KENNEALLY: Let the Minister
consult his colleague the Minister for Rail-
ways and after they have discussed the posi-
tion we may learn the result of their de-
liberations,

The Minister for Lands:
that cost.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The hon. member
knows that when he pays for his super he
pays lcss than it costs to take it to his
centre. There are various aspecis that have
lo be considered. It was mentioned by the
Minister that w2 have been spending an ad-
ditional mnount of money in eonneection with
replacements and go forth, compared with
the expenditore of the previous Adminis-
tration. That iz true und must be taken into
eonsideration.  If the Government embark
upon a policy, the effect of which will be to
hring the railways back to the position they
should have been in, and in order to do that
have charzed np more against loan aceouni
than against revenue, that position must also
be taken into consideration when regarding
the financial results of the railways. The
member for Katanning quoted figures
that really illustrate the fact that the Gov-
ernment realise their responsibilities in that

1 pay some of
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regard. To sum up the position regarding
the finances, we have to ask ourselves if the
book-keeping work of the Railway Depart-
ment is being correctly carried out. 1f it is,
and i ean be shown that there have been
losses, we can take into consideration
mothods by which those losses can be pre-
vented. Until we do that, it is useless to
say that we cunpol afford what the railway
employees are justly entitled to. We can-
not adopt that atiitnde if the book-keeping
method of debits and credits are not pro-
perly carried out. As to the offer of the
Minister regarding the inerease of €d. on the
flat rate for the carriage of super.—

The Minister for Railways: 1 put tha
forward as a temporary suggestion.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Hon. members will
renlise thal the reason advanced by the pre-
sent and the previons Governmenis for re-
dueing the {reight on super. was that they
were able to some cxtent to meet losses by
confining the application of the cheaper
rates to certain periods during which the
trucks were despatched to the country to
convey wheat to the coast. If, with the slight
inercase suggested, we can make the eheaper
rates apply for the whole year, it will be at
the option of the farming community to take
advantage of those rates at ray time during
the 12 months rather than during the periods
when the trucks are necessary in the coun-
try to bring down the wheat. I believe the
Minister has under-estimated the amount
that will be involved in this further eonces-
gion. Mareover, that concession will apply
to all farmers, irrespective of whether they
are independent or not.

Mr. Griffiths: Do not forget that there
were 2 million bags of wheat to be taken
down, and super. is requirved in the country
te produce that quantity.

Mr. KENNEALLY: If that interjection
indicates anything, it is that within the pre-
seribed few months, even allowing for an
extension of a few days, the whole of the
super. requirements have been despatched
to the country, and that for the remaining
portion of the year there will be no empty
{rucks going out under the cheaper rates.

Mer. Griftiths: We can do it up to July
and, in fact, even later.

Mr. KENNEALLY: T hope considerafion
will be given to these points hefore the
agreement is finalised. I trust that the con-
cession will he confined to farmers who aro
in need of it, men who have not yet estah-



[9 Novemser, 1927.]

lished themselves on the land. I hope it
will not apply to people who, through the
generosity of the State, have been able to
attain financial independence,

Mr. Latham: What do you thirk it would
cost to differentiate between farmers who
should receive the concession and those who
you aay should not receive it?

Mr. KENNEALLY: What does :t cost
the State to ascertain who is entitled to n
worker’s home or to a pension? We have
to pay attention to all such questions, and I
do not regard the point referred to by the
member for York (Mr. Latham} as cne of
great diffienlty. It would not be insurmount-
uble. We could say that up Lo a certain
stage the State will belp farmers, will place
them on the land and help them (o beeome
independent. When they beeome independ-
ent they must drop out of the arrangement,
and the additional amount inveolved should
be devoted to assisting those who have not
becuine firmly established.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Farmers are deing
morg to carry the State than the State has
done to carry the farmers.

Mr. EENNEALLY:
member’s logie.

Mr. Withers: They would not have been
able to do it had the State not earried them
first.

Mr. RENNEALLY: The farmers have
rightly been assisted to become independent,
and T hope that at no distant time those who
have hecome independent will in furn be
willing to allow the assistance that the had
been receiving to cease, so that it may be
devoted fo assisting others who may be en-
deavouring to establish themselves,

Mr. Griffiths: I ean see the member for
East Perth doing that sort of thing!

Hon. G. Taylor: If we have no wheat
vield we will not require the reilways so
much.

Mr. KENNEALLY: As to railway ad-
ministration, while members have praised
the efforts of the Government for the work
that hkns hepn done. the remarks of hon.
members have mostly referred to finaneial
matters. There are other considerations that
must receive attention. If the present sys-
tem of elevating officers to responsible pos-
itions is allowed to continue, there is not
the slightest doubt that the railwaymen will
not continue working as contentedly as at
present. If, after long years of service,
railwaymen find they cannof vely npon re-

That is the hon,
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geiving promotion in their turn. but on the
contrary find others without their years of
service or even with their qualificafions,
being promoted over their heads, the posi-
tion will not make for contentment in the
service. It is high time that the system of
promotions should be controlled in some
way by the Minister. It is not right that
the responsibility for promotions, tempor-
ary or otherwise, should be left entirely in
the hands of the Commissioner.

Hon. ¢. Taylor : I suppose you think
you could get a better deal from politicians
than you counld get from the Commissioner.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I believe we would
get more justice from the Minister than
from the Commissioner. If we believe the
State should have control over its own
affairs, why should we allow that control to
pass out of cur hands?

I'on. G. Taylor: In days gone by we ex-
ercised that control, but it was done in a
hal wav. We handed over that responsi-
bility to the Commissioner in the end.

Mr. RENNEALLY: I admit that in all
probability it was dcue badly when the hon.
wember was in ennitu), bat we have pussed
beyond that stsge.

Mr. Qriffiths: Don’t be silly!

Mr. EENNEALLY: It is ensy to imibate
the hon member' T hopr sowac slteration
will be effected regarding the asysiem of
promotion.

Hon. & Taylor: You will have to con-
vinee the Honse on that point.

Mr KENNEAILLY: The hon. member is
not the Honse. 1 am addrrssing myself to
members zenerally.,

Hon. G. Tavlor: I like you fledglings
coming along and telling us what te do.

Mr. RENNEALLY : Another svstem that
has heen adopted is to call for applications
all over the State for the filling of junior
rlerkships in the railway serviee. There has
been a tendeney to increase the qualifien-
tions renuired for those juniors. At pre-
sent those applving for positions as junjor
elerks must hold the eertifieate showing that
they have pasred the junior examination at
the TIniversity. I am not one to disregard
the benefits of edneation. On one or two
oceasions we prevailed upon the Commis-
siomer to Jower the standard necessary for
the anplicants. At one time the seventh
standard was all that was required. Then
it wag the eighth standard and finally it
has erept back to the junior University
standard. Fon. members may contend that
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if we ean securs a sufficiency of applica.
tions from those youths who hold the junior
certificate, we should be contented. Buf
such a system does not give equul oppor-
tunity to the youths throughout the State,
At the last University examinations 70 per
cent. of the entries were from the metro-
politan area and 22 per cent. from such
centres as Kalgoorlie, Northam, and Bun-
bury, where there are high schools. That
left cight per eent. of the entries to be
drawn from the rest of the State. If we
are to provide the youths thronghout the
State with opportunities to join the rail-
way service, we should not insist mpon such
& high educational standard before allowing
a yonth to join up. 1 trust that when ap-
plications are being ealled for in future,
consideration will be given to the standawd
of education required. If we send railway
men into the never-pever, we should :ee
that an opportunity is given to the sons of
those men to secure employment in good
positions either in the railways or else-
where. They should have an equal oppor-
tunity with the sons of men living in the
metropolis or in the larger towns of the
State. But we are not doing that under
the present system. Therefore I hope when
applicafions are being apain called, consid-
eration will be given to that aspect in order
that justice may be done to those not situ-
ated in the metropolitan area.

Hon. G, Taylor: Reducing the standard
would help you, would it not?

Mr. KENNEALLY : As a matter of faet,
the world’s experience is that the man with
the highest standard of edueation does not
alwayzs make the most suceessful man in
trade or calling. Therefore I eannot under-
stand why the University junior certifieate
is heing insisted upon to the defriment of
many able lads who would otherwise have
opportnnities of making good, whose par-
ents are stationed away from the metrop-
olis. Those lads should have equal oppor-
tunity with those stationed in the metropo-
lix to secure the positions. We have heard
something about long service jeave. We
were asked in the first place, why did the
Government not bring in a system of super-
annuation, rather than long service leaved
T am not going to taeckle the question from
that point of view. What I am going to
do is to ask how leng is it going to be be-
fore the railwaymen are given that which
operate in the railways in three States of
the Commonwealth already, namely, a
superannuation system. Why shonld this
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State be bebind three other States! These
men were consulted as to which they would
have, but at the same time long service leave
operates in other States of the Common-
wealth, Why have we heard so much about
it in thi» State, and@ why dv we hear the
pleadings of certain members that theve
shoald be a system of retiving allowance,
instead of long service leave? I ask why
not long serviee leave and retiring allow-
ance? The men are entitled to it, and the
‘loverninent should provide it. We have in
the serviece men who have grown old in thst
service, They have loyally carried out their
duties, and that should be recognised. When
the time comes for them to retire, the least
the State should do is to provide for them
sn allowance. That allowanee should ne
provided oat of the coffers of the State,
assisted hyv the men themselves. For, after
all, where those superannuation schemes are
in operation, the money is not provided cx-
elusively out of Government funds. Never-
theless, in three other railway systems of
Australin adequate arrangements are made
for superannuation.

Hon. G. Taylor: What do you suggest
should be ihe retiring age for members of
this House?

Mr. KENNEALLY: We will deal with
that when we have a Bill for the purpose.
Of course the hon. member can foresee what
is coming at the next elections, and I should
like to help him to make due arrangements.
But we should not disenss whether long
service leave should make way for super-
annnation. Long service leave already
operates in other Htates and, since it he:
been introduced here, we should give atten-
tion to the introduction of a superannus-
tion scheme in order that provision should
be made for those men who by reason of
advancing age eannot eontinue in the ser-
viee any longer.

Hon. G. Taylor: It would be a good
thing if we could arrange for it for all
workers.

Mr. Latham: I agree with that.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I do not see why
industry should not earry the charges thnt
ghould be on industry. It the railway in-
dustry is ealled upon to make eertain pro-
vision, why should not the railways them-
selves provide the necessary money?

Mr. Lindsay: According to the Minister
for Railways, the raillway systems in the
other States are not made to earry this
charge.
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Mr. Latham: See the position in South
Australia.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Yes, see the result
in South Australia now, particularly in
view of the faet that the officers there ran
amok oyer the proposed rtehabilitation
scheme and now want the employees to
stand the racket. That is the position in
South Australia. In the good years in
South Australia we did not hear of the
profits of the railways being put to a sus-
pense aceount out of which the lean years
might be met. No! It was, “Let the profits
go to Consolidated Revenue.” Let the ser-
viee be rendered there, as it is here, below
the cost of this serviee, and then if it shows
a loss, say that the railways are not pag-
ng.

Mr. Lindsay: OQur ratlways are paying,
are they not?

Mr. KENNEALLY: Yes, they are, he-
cause we have a staff prepared to do the
work, But if we do nof retain a con-
tented staff, if members opposite are not
prepared to do a fair thing by the railway
employees, if they destroy the contented-
ness essential to efficiency, the time will
come when cur railways will not pay. In
the interests of hoth the State and the rail-
way employees, we require to see that the
system continunes under which the railway
men are co-operating and assisting to build
up the indostry, When dealing with the
tramways, the Minister mentioned the
agreement entered into with the City Coun-
eil for the supply of electric current, and
stated that portion of what otherwise
would be the loss of £25,000 was recouped
by virtue of the fact that the tramways
were charged an additional amonnt for the
carrent they were nsing.

The Minister for Railways: I said sowe
of it.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Yes, 1 have acknow-
iedged that. I looked carefully to see
whether that was mentioned when the
tramway men were applying for better
wages. But the advocate representing the
tramways apparently forgot to mention it.
He simply pointed ont the financial position
of the tramways and deeclared that they
vould not bear a certain inerease in wages.
It shows that the same thing operates in
the tramways as in the railways. If we are
eoing to judge them simply on the flnancial
figures placed bhefore us, without seeking
to digscover whether those fizures have been
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correctly compiled from the point of view
of charge for services rendered, we are
not going to arrive at a just conelusion.
Here we have it stated by the Minister
himself that, after all, the cost of running
the iramways need not have been as great
as it ig if attention had not been given fo
the fact that an unholy agreement was
entered into with the City Council for the
provision of current over a long number of
yeurs at an unprofitable rate. I am not
eomplaining of the system of operating the
finances so that they will not show a total
loss of £25,000. But if we are to judge
whether the tramways or the railways are
paying, and if we have to ask whether they
are paying before we do justice to the
people employed on them, we have to see
that the figures show the exaet position,
and make the necessary charges so that the
services rendered shall be adequately paid
for. Dealing with the question of long
service leave, the Leader of the Opposition
said that an equnivalenl amount should be
made avarlable to provide for retiring
allowanees and he attacked the Minister for
not having made provision for long service
leave long ago. 1 contested the Northam
seat on two occasions against the present
Tcader of the Opposition. On one oeeasion
he was Minister for Railways.

Mr. Latham: And you did not get all the
railway votes, did yon?

Mr. KENNBEALLY : No, otherwise I
should have been returned, and a good
member would have been lost to this Hounse.

Myr. Lindsay: We would not have gained
much.

My. KENNEALLY: That is & matrer of
opinion, which I will leave to members to
Judge. DPossibly the same remark couid be
applied to s number of other members but
1 do not propose to do that. Thers was a
time when the Leader of the Opposition
had an opportunity to grant long serviece
leave or provide the equivalent money in
retiring allowances, bnt he did not avall
himself of the opportunity. i is easy to
be a eritic and say to the Government who
are prepared to do the thing, “You have
not done it in the right way,” but it would
have heen as easy for the Leader of the
Opposition when he was Minister for Rail-
ways, or even when he was Premier, to
make an attempt to do justice to the men
in the manner he now says it shounld have
been done. ’
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Hou. G. Taylor: Why, he was struggling
for hig life to square the finances atter tie
previous Government!

Mr. KENNEALLY : When we have a
uovernment who are able fo square the
finances and in addition to give long service
leave, it ill-becomes the man who conld not
do it to criticise the man who could.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They did not rush
the job particularly, anyhow.

Mr. KENNEALLY: They got there all
the same. The railway men are thankful
that the long fizht has been brought to a
suceesslul issue. Dealing with the question
raised by the Leader of the Opposition and
the member for Katanning, when the time
came to make some advance in granting
long delayed justice to the railwey men,
the Minister consulted them to ascertain
what could be done. The deliberate vote of
the railway men, through their otficers, was
that long service leave was the question
they desired should be attended to, and
after that superannuation.

Hon. G. Taylor: I see, you want the two?

Mr. KFNNEALLY : Of conrse we do, and
we shall not rest content unfil such time
as we get the two.

Hon. G. Taylor: T suppose you will want
the railways altogether if we do not stop
vou.

Mr. KENNEALLY : The hon. member
can do his utmost to stop the progress of
the State; he has done a lot towards that
already, bul let me tell him that pro-
gress cannot be stayed. What has been
achieved in other railway svstems through-
out the Commonwealth must neeessarily be
achieved here and the railway men of
Western Austrelia will secure that whiclt
has been secured in four of the seven rail-
way svstems of the Commonwealth. There
is nothing wew in asking for that which
has been granted elsewhere, which has been
enjoyed for years elsawhere and which, at
the earliest possible moment, should be
enjoyed hy employees similarly sitnated in
this State.

Hon. G. Taylor: If it applies to the rail-
way men, it should apply to everybody.

Mr. KENNFALLY - An effort was made
to introduce a superannuation syvstem some
vears ago. When the (lovernment sup-
ported by members opposite were in power,
we wailed on the then Minister for Rail-
ways, Mr. Seaddan, with a view to getting
him to make provision for men growing
old in the service. Mr. Seaddan said that
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only a certain sum of money conld be made
available, and it would have to be spreal
over & long period of years. The members
of the committee on the yuestion of super-
annuation, in conjunction with the Govern-
ment Actuary, drew up a scheme to absorn
the amount suggested by the Minister aml
the results were placed before the em-
plovees of the railway service who, by
ballot, turned the proposition down witi
a thud. They turned it down for the simple
reason thut in some instanees it would have
cost men on the basic wage up to 10s. a week
to make provision for their old age. We
were able to show at that time that men on
the basic wuage were not in a position to
spare any money to make that provision.
Thevefore the proposition beeame impos-
sihle.  When the guestion of retiring allow-
ance versus long service leave eame up on
this ocecasion the men, particularly those
srowing old in the scrvice, considered that as
no schemne could be propounded on the money
available previously, it wounld he well to
get for some a respite from long years of
serviee that they might be able to recuperate
and work a little longer on the basic wage
vather than retive with nothing at all. T am
Lopetid that hefore the life of this Parlia-
ment expires there will have been bronght
into operation s system of retiring allow-
ances, and that the Government will have
said to the men who have already grown old
in the service, “You have served the Stiate
well ; the State will now serve you well.”

[Mr. Lutey took the Chair.]

Hon. G. Taylor: Save that ill the next
clection.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Then T hope we
shall have the support of the hon. member.
We are all growing older and should eon-
sider it from that point of view. When the
question is brought up members recognis-
ing the services rendered to the State by the
railway employees should be prepared to
say, “Sesing that vou have proved your-
selves in your work the equals at least of
railway employees elsewhere, vou should not
he denied that which applies to railway
employees elsewhere.” That eomprises the
whole claim the railway men are putting
up. Let me give some attention to the ques-
tion of tke union’s operations referred to
bv the member for Katanning. The hon.
member said that if it were not for the
unions there wonld be greater contentment
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in the service; if it were not for the
sction of the unions some of the mem-
bers would not have eclaimed inereased
wages and better conditions. He al-
tempted to buttress that statement by
saying that he had been in mnions
and knew tho operations of unioms. Let me
tell kim that members of the unions knew
whal they were about when they did not
take their grievances to the member for Kat-
anning for atfention.

lfon. G. Taylor:
good case.

Mr. KFNNEALLY : I should say so on the
evidence he brought forward here. The men
would decline his assistance and take the rigk
of falling without if, because they would
eertainly fall with it. The member for Kat-
anning now challenges anyone fo say that
he ever supported long serviee leave. In
other words he leaves it open, if he happens
to be sitting behind a Government that is
prepared to dishonour the promise made by
this Government, to reserve to himself the
right to deprive these men of what they have
heen able to get.

Tlon. (. Taylor: Why not put the matter
hevond the reach of anv Government?

Mr. KENNEALLY: We shall make a
move in that direction later on. Long service
leave is the law of the country. I agree
it should be settled by regulation, and should
bhe placed bevond the power of any Gov-
ernment to say vea or nay to it.

Mpr. Lindsay: When was that law passed.

Mr. KRENNEAILLY: Does not the han.
member know that arbitration is the law of
the land? These people went to the Arbi-
tration Court, whiech gave them a deaision
that heeame law,

He would put up a

Mr., Lindsay: Not long service leave.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Tt is under an induos-
trinl nzreement that is registered under the
law of the eountry.

Hon. (1. Taxlor: Did the counrt grant it
or did the Government give it to the eonrt
to pnt in the agreement?

Mr. KENNBALLY: The Act makes pro-
vision for the registration of industriial agree-
ments. When they are registered they be-
come the law of the land. On the applica-
tiun for a common rule they become the law
for people whe were not represented
when the agreement was made.

Mr. Lindsay: Did the Arbitration Aect
provide for long service leave?
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Mr. KENNEALLY: An agreement was
registered in which long service leave was
provided.

Mr. Davy: They registered the agreement?

Mr. KENNEALLY: It is the law of
the land that agreements shall be registered.

Mr. Davy: Do not suggest that anyone
passed that law?

Mr. KENKEALLY: By that means it
became the law of the land. The law was
passed when the Industrial Arbitration Aect
was passed.

Mr. Davy: No, it was not,

Mr. KENNEALLY : Natarally, we do not
like to argue with any legal luminary.

Mr. Davy: Do you not like to argue?

Mr. EENNEALLY ; Legal gentlemen can-
not echarge for their services in this House.

Hon. G. Taylor: Your modesty prevents
you from echarging.

My, KENNEALLY: These men have com-
plied with the law, They have registered an
industrial agrecment, and it is the law of
the land that long serviece leave shall bhe
granted to them until such time as the law
through the Arbitration Court, says other-
wise,

Mr. Davy: No, until such time as the
agreement expires.

Mr. KENNEALLY: TUntil the law says
otherwise. The law says it shall continue un-
til such time as is provided by the law, The
position of the railways to-day is gratifying,
and to those who know the methuds
by which these services are rendered
to the counfry at less than cost, they are
more than gratifying. Before we can bring
about a greater surplos uvver working ex-
penses and the cost of running the railway
service, we must make provision whereby
the people may pay more for the services
that are rendered. T hope the Government
will have a larger coneeption of what is re-
quircd. We know that inereased husi-
ness is offering, fnd naturally we muat
make provision for it. We cannot do
that unless the system 15 extended.
For instance, more rolling stock will
be required. T know that the stock has been
mereased in recent years. I very mnch
doubt whether we shall be able to keep up
with the manufacture of locomotive power
and cope with the inereased business by
making our locomotives loeally.

The Minister for Railways:
shall be able to do so.

Mrz. KENNEALLY: It will be in the in-
terests of the country if that ean be done.

I hope we
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if that is to be done, we must lay down a
programine to cover a given number of
years.

The Minister for Railways: We have a
programe for three years ahead now.

Mr. KENNEALLY: We should make
every endeavour to keep the money within
the State. I trust before this Parliament
ends we shall be able to see long service
leave happily established, whether- by regu-
lation or under industrial agreements, and
that, in addition to giving the men an op-
portunity to recuperate, we shall be taking
care of them when they cannot perform for
the State the services they have rendered in
the past. .

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) {10.28] : I
was interested to bear the figures quoted
by the Minister for Railways showing the
revenue derived from timber. It.is a fine
industry to be returning such revenue to our
railway system. I notice that the vote for
the railway mill is- slightly reduced. I wish
to thank the Minister for several things he
has done for us. Amongst the improvements
he has given to the people at the rallway
mill are electrie light facilities. I think that
is the only mill in the industry at which all
the people engaged have electric light. He
has also improved the hall, and done other
things to help the people elong. I. have
been instructed to point out to him that
there are ways in which the administrative
eosts at the mill could be redunced.

The CHATRMAN: Is that in connection
with the railwayaf

Migs HOLMAN: It is in connection with
the railway mill. I have been informed that
the Minister would be repaid if he held an
investigation into the administration there.
It is said, and I have proof of this, that
spur lines have been:put down into parts of
the bosh, and taken up again sometimes
without being used. This is pnblis money.
We should be grateful to the people down
there who are looking out for anyv waste
in this regard. We have complainfs that
lines have been laid down in the bush run-
ning through to other coneessions, without
a proper survey having heen made. These
lines have also heen pulled up. Even in
cases where the lines were used, timber was
left, and it cost a gond deal of money to
put down more lines in: order to get the tim-
ber after the lapse of several months, T
ask  the Minister to make siriet in-
cuiry into the complaints that have been
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forwarded from the bush landing, concern-
ing the administration of the mill. T ask
him to provide us with information showing
the details of the lines that have been pulled
ur before the sections of the busli they
served had been cut out and lines that were
laidl and then puiled up without having been
used. There are also complaints about lines
being re-laid after having been pulled up
many years ago, and about patchey of bush
left isolated which eould have been cut oul
when the camp was near, and which will now
cost hundreds of pounds in shiffing camp
back to eut them ont. The Railway Mill is
a great asset to the Railway Department,
and T feel sure the Minister will take note
of these complaints and see that they are
investigated. 1 feel sure, too, that if the
complaints are found to be based on faer,
a satisfactory remedy will be applied to pre-
vent such waste of money in future.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [10.32]): The
report of the Commissioner of Railwavs
speaks for itself, and enlogy from me is
unnecessary. The pieture drawn is most
encouraging, if only from the aspect of the
State’s progress and the fine quality of rail-
way management that is evidenced. The
Minister pointed out that a good deal of im-
provement had resulted from deviations,
alterations of grade, regeneration of old roll-
ing stock, and improvement of engines with
inerease of hauling capacity. A wmost pleas-
ing feature is that so much of the truck and
engine econstruction work is being done in
the State’s workshop. The profit for the
year, some £36,000, is excellent; and its full
exaellence is appreciated when one contrasts
it against last year's loss of £31,000. The
total ioprovement, therefore, is in the
neighbourhood of £67,000. Further, the
basic wage has meant an increase of £35,000
in the departmental expenditure. Again,
there has been a full year’s operation of
the 44-hour week, the extra cost of which
cannot be estimated acecurately, but must be
considerable, Lastly, there is an increase of
£27,500 in the interest bill. The report dis-
closes no less than 37 increases. There are
eight decremses, some of them wmost satis-
factory, because they tend towards inereased
earnings by the department. In New Zea-
land it has been the vogue tn carry super-
phosphate free. From the member for East
Perth (Mr. Kenneally) a good deal has heen
heard about the tramsport of superphos
phate here at a low rate. TIn strong eon-



[9 Novesser, 1527,]

trast there is the Minister's attitude, which
appears broadly developmental. The Minis-
ter recognizes that every ton of super ear-
ried over the railways means tons of back
loading in the form of produce. As pointed
out by the member for Iatanning (Mr.
Thomson), the provision of super at a cheap
freight has meant that many distriets are
now providing large revenne for the raii-
ways, whereas in the abscnce of super no
froight wounld be fortheoming from them,
There has been much talk about super being
earvied by the department at n loss. 1f after
the super had been delivered on the wheat
belt the trucks had had to come back empty,
the position might be calculated from a loss
peint of view; but, in fact, ample back load-
ing has been provided in respeet of any
super trapsport into the couniry districte.
Up to the 1st July 1,015,000 bags of wheat
had not been railed, and presumably they
have been railed during the last three
tmonths.  Thus thore has been back loading
from the beginning of the year up to the
end of August. The suggestion of Gd, per
ton as a flat rate all round would remove
much of the trouble oceasioned by depu-
tation after deputation waiting upon us to
request the Minister to grant cxtension of
toe time tor cheap earringe of super. The
wheat forecast for this season is 33,871,346
bushels. There ix o possibility that Vietoria
will have a big harvest, and beat our out-
put, but it is doubtful. Some pessimists in
this State are doubtful whether our fore-
cast will he realised.  Vietoria is looking
torward te a havvest of 35 million bushet:,
a5 against 46 million last year. Sonth Aus-
tralia expeets 19 million bnshels; and New
South Wales, hoping for the hest, looks
to get 20 million. We on our part seem
destined to leave the other States behind,
and the Minister therefore e¢nn be well as-
sured of having hack loading for his trucks
up to the end of August, 1928.

Mr, €. 1. Wansbrouzh: We have not yet
shifted ali the harvest.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 believe it is all
thifted by now. Reference was made to
the carringe of fimber over the railways,
ind I wes rather sarprised to see that local
fimher had acenunted for revenne amounting
tr £422,000 as against £404,029 from wheat.
That is very fine, and when we consider the
rdilway eonstmetion that has to be undes-
taken or is already in hend, T take it that
the Minister will he able to look forward to
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plenty of freight under that beading. I
was rather tickled to hear the member for
Bast Perth (Mr. Kenneally) talk about the
many well-to-do farmers who, he suggested,
ghould take up so much of the white man’s
burden and assist tbeir fellow settlers. 1
wonder how he would differentiate between
those men who should pay fhe higher rates
of freight, and those who should be per-
mitted to enjoy {he freight concessions?
How could such a procedure be framed?
Perbaps the member for East Perth will
keep on trying to solve that problem. 1t
does not appeal to me that because men
bave been helped by the State they should
not receive credit, whether they be wheat
farmers, pastoralists, or any other class of
producer, for having had ihe energy and
enterprise and pioneering spirit to open up
the country in years gone by. 1f they are
pow enjoying the benefits derived from their
operations, surely they are entitled to do so.

Mr. Thomson: They havc ecarned those
benefits.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: One would thiak thut
farmers were making fortuaes,

The CHATIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member should indulge in these comments
on the Lunds Estimates.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for East
Perth was allowed to wander ull round the
country when speaking on these Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: Order: I ask the hon.
member to diseuss the Railway Estimates.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am doing so, and
strongly objeet tc being vulled up in this
way.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon, metn-
her mnst discuse the Estimates Lefore the
Chair.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: [s the member for
East Perth specially exempted?

The CHTATRMAN: Order! T beard that
hon. member dealing with the railway em-
ployces. The member for Avon is dealing
with a different section.

Mr. GRIFFITHOS: Yes, the men who are
employing the railway employees. As 1
am not allowed to critieise the member for
Tast Perth-—

Mr. Corboy: That is a reflection upon
the Chair.

Mr. Lindsay: The member for Avon 1is
merely rveplving to the member for Tast
Perth. - '

Mr,. GRIFFITHS: We will let it go at
that. The ontlook for the farmers at the
present time is very bright.
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must deal with the Railway Estimates,

Mr. Davy. You cannot talk railways with-
out talking wheat, The Minister himself
did so.

Mr. Marshall: Well, I will speak on the
Railway Estimates and deal with mining.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Avon may proceed and these interjee-
tions must cease.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I will deal with the
increases and deecreases that have been re-
eorded in connection with the workings of
the rzilways. I pointed ont that there have
been 37 inereases. In Western Australin
there is a mile of railway to every 97
people.  The population invrease las been
1927 per eent. T mentioned that the e
port might be sivled “Pope’s Register of
Increases.” The interest bill in ten years
has increased by 1423 per ¢ent. The cost
of imported eoal per ton has inerveased by
7616 per cent.,, while the eost of Collie
coal per ton has increased 75.80 per cent
The salaries paid to the salaried staff have
inereased by 2558 per cent, nnd the wages
paid to the wages staff hy 4.26 per cent.
The average payment per employee per
annum, exclusive of Sunday time and over-
time, has inereased by 62.70 per cent. for
the walaried staff and by 51.27 per cent.
for the wages staff. The average wages
paid per day increased by G5.29 per cent..
while the (otal cost of the inercased sul-
aries ropresented an extra margin of 07.%9
per cent, and the total «ost of wages an
inerease of 60.01 per eent. In addition to
that, the total cost of materials, excluding
coal, inereased by 36.59 per eent. A satlis-
factory point ahout the decreases has been
m respeet of the working expenses, which
have decrcased to the extent nf 74 per cent.
Regarding the whrking train miles, the de-
crease has heen 1.58 per eent. One point
in respect of which the decrease is not satis-
factory relates to the passenger journeys
which decreased by 720,149, Having given
those details, I think the House will agree
that my description of the Commissioner's
report is rather apt. Regarding the railway
earnings during the past month, it wns
satisfactory to me to note that the over-
carry of wheat had been reflected in the
nperations of the Railway Department for
the period ended the 30th September. Not-
withstanding an increased hill of £8,565, aa
gppearing in the report for that quarter.
the operations of the Railway Department
showed an improvement of £48.936 when
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compared with the results of the Julv-
September pertod of last year. The ear:
ings totalled £884,371, and the working ex-
penses £698,760. Allowing for a deduclion
of £227,012 for interest charges, the result
showed a loss of £42,301 as compared with
the loss for last year of £91,237. It will
be secen that the result was highly satisfac-
tory. To carn £100 during the quarter re-
ferred to it eost £79 0s. 2d., as compared
with £83 6s. for the corresponding qnarter
of last year.

My, Lindsay: They did not earry so much
wheat at that time.

Mr. GRITFITTS: As 1,015,000 bushels
of wheat awailed shipment at the end of
July, thalt must have had econsiderable effert
upon the returns for the last threc month=.
While the respertive returns on loan eapital
tor the two periods were 3.50 per cent. and
239 per eent., it iz satisfaelory (o know
that the Western Australian railways for
the vear ended the i0th Jone last were flin
ouly Government railways in Ausfralia (o
show n prolit after paying working expenss=
and interest. 1 whs interesied in the Com-
nmiissioner’s comparizon of working expenses
as follows: New South Wales 7297 per
cont., Western Australin 7444 per cent.
Victoria 76.24 per cent.; Queensland 8876
per cent., South Australin 80.43 per cent.
the Commionweajth 9453 per eent.  The
Minister hns told ns to-night that additional
trucks ave being built, that he has 12,000
trucks and is ineveasing them at the rale
af ten per weeck. 1 had previously ealen-
lated that we had 10,332 irucks, that 9,712
were in running order, and that the re.
mainder were out of commission. Let me
turn to the wheat fignres. There are three
electorates in which I am specially inter-
ested, namely, my own, Toodyay to the
north and York to the south. Tp to the
30th June, 1927, the revenue derived from
the shipment of wheat from Avon in exerss
of the previons year was £22,003 19s. 8d,,
from Teodyay £20,206 6s., from York £9,232
6s. 1d., or a total of £51,623 1s. 9d. That,
for the three electorates, is just about half
the total inerease for the State, which was
£102,651 10s, 6d. I bave already referred
to railway earnings and given the details.
T should like to draw the Minister’s atten.
tion to the fact that some little attention
should be paid to the railway stations in
the wheat area from which so much of this
revenue is coming., At Daglish, Mt. Barker,
and other places large sums of money have
been spent in building up to date railway
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ations. For the metropolis only the very
est must be supplied.

Mr. Marshall: Have a look at the West
‘'erth station.

Mr. Mann: The Mt. Lawley station is
ot too satisfactory.

The Premier: Railway systems all over
lurope get along without platforms.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have pointed out to
1e Minister the duplieation of the lighting
lant at Kellerberrin station. I hope an
ttempt will be made to provide something
etter than the oil lamps used there. It
rould be interesting to find out the yearly
icome earned at Kellerberrin and what it
osts to run. If the Minister would but take
hat into consideration I feel certain thut
omething would be done. Then at Cunderdin
‘e have only cheap oil lamps on the station.
'he Minister ought to be able to maks
rrangements with the pumping station to
upply better lighting {ur Gunderdin. Only
he other day I was speaking to a man
rom Vietoria who declared that any fifth
ate or sixth rate station in Vietoria wonla
ave infinitely better accommodation than
ve have at our stations. I wish the Min-
ster would provide some bhetfer station
wcommodation at Kellerberrin and better
ighting for Cunderdin. Now I want to
ouch upon the iniguitcus cwners’ risk
lause. T have here a letter from one man,
mnd I could bring scores of other cases.
dv friend writes:—

Last year I loat o case of oranges. Guard
ouldr’t find it with the other goods, and
aentioned it te a friend, who went to Nukarni
o meet the following train. So we are quite
ertain it never arrived; but when I put in
ay claim, Commissioner’s reply is ‘‘not
iable.’” I lost a case of apples later—same
esult. This year a cage of plums—same result.
\gain, T had one case apples and one ease
lums; my boey met the train; guard handed
wt apples, and less than half the plums; case
vith lid off. I saw the guard later, and he
aid, ‘“You will get your claim alright, T
!ound the balance of your plumg in the bottom
f the van with another broken case of toma-
ioes, which I handed over to the stationmaster
it Merredin’?’ Now ¥ would like to know
vhat becomes of this and other stuff. Who
zetz it? When Y first reported this the Com-
nissioner replied, ‘‘Delivered two cases; my
soetract carried out.”” But when I found out
from the gaard, and told him what the Com-
missioner had said, ths guard reported about

finding the zoods in the van., The Commis-
sioner then said. ‘‘Nen liability; owner’s
risk.”’

That is onlv one instanee of what takes
place at hundreds of sidings throughout the
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length and breadth of the State. It is
iniquitous. There is plenty of pilfering.
It may not be done by railway employees,
but if the train arrives in the middle of the
night, the stuff is dumped out and is stolen
or ullaged, and the owner has to stand the
racket.

Mr. Marshall: Your goods eould not have
been throwr out because they were found
in the bottom of the van.

The Premier: The same thing has hap-
pened to those goods as happened fo some
ecoples of our “Hnansard” here.

Mr. Corboy: Was that station No. 139

The Premier: Yes, the same kind of
farmers are about the country districts as
you find about here.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: There is one thing I
wish to mention before I close.

Mr. Corboy: Do not elcse yet.

My, GRIFFITHS: I could continue for
another kalf hour if the Minister wishes
it. There is -one little thing I wish to
bring under the notice of the Minister,

The Premier: They are all litile things.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: In New South Wales
there is a system known as farming trains.
I had an interesting series of photographs
sent to me illustrating what is being done
along the north eoast of New South Wales
and in Vietoria. This idea is copied fom
America and Canada, where it is referred
to as taking the agrieulinyal college to the
farmer. I bave some very interesting mat-
ter, but I do not propose to read it to-nmight.
This idea has fulfilled the object in view,
namely, to take information to the farmer.
It is an idea that I think will be given
effecet to in this State before many years
have passed. Everybody connected with
the Railway Department can be congratu-
lated on the result of the vear's work. It
must have been a pleasant task for the Min-
ister to have snch a cheerful story to un-
fold. T hope that the prognostications for
the present season will be fully borne out.

M. Corboy: Even the cne bag of wheat
at Yilgarn.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : The other night I
heard the hon. member talking abount
Jeremiahs. T merely asked for a return
and it was supplied by the Minister. I am
as keen as is the member for Yilgarn to see
the wheat belt extended, and T hope that
the proieeted railways will open up a lot
of new country.
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The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon.
member must not diseuss proposed railways
on this vote.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 realise that, but
interjections are apt to draw one off the
track,

MR. LAMOND (Pilbara)} [11.5]: The
Minister is aware that the Port Hedland
jetty comes under his department. At night
time is is very difficult for the man engaged
in checking to recognizse any ullaged pack-
ages. It is necessary for him to do so while
the moods ave in the sliugs in order that a
claim may be made on the shipping eom-
panies. If ullages are not noticed while the
goods are in the slings, the shipping ecom.-
panies will not aecept responsibility, and the
Railway Department, on the other hand,
have refused to pay indemnity. This is a
very important matter at Port Hedland. The
receiving and forwarding agents had 2 meet-
ing recently that I was asked to attend, and
the officer in charge of the railway was also
present. 1 was asked to bring the matter
under the notice of the Minister. Quite a
lot of packages are being broached. At one
time the receiving and forwarding agents’
work of detecting unllaged packages was
done in the goods shed, and the claims were
made agerinst the Railway Department. At
that time it was quite easy to detect them
and the claims were paid.

The Minister for Railways: The stuff
might have been sfolen on the boats.

My, LAMOND: In some instances it is,
but as the officer in charge of the railways
pointed out, he has no permanent man fo do
the checking. He haa to pick up from eas-
ual labour available a man who may not he
very competent to do the work., Broken
eases can he fixed up so that 3t is diffientt
to detect the breakages, particularly when
the carge is in the slings, If the Railway
Department receive the goods in good order
and eondition, the agents claim that the re-
sponsibility for indemnity should rest with
the department. It is a matter that the Min-
ister might well consider.

The Minister for Railways:
sider it.

I shall con-

MR. MARN (Perth) [11.8]: There are
one or two matters I wish {0 mention.

Mr. Corboy: Do youn want a suhway at
Pier-street?

Mr. MANN: We can do with several
subways in Perth.
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The CHAIRMAN:
comé nnder this vote.

Mr. MANN: Therc is no means of ¢
ting from the sonthern to the northern s
of the railway after dark, except over Be
fort-street bridge, and great inconvenie
is eaused to people who have to trave] fr
Melbourne-road to East Perth when th
is only one menns of erosging the line.
wish o refer to the condition of the tr:
ways. For months a number of t
tracks in the eity have been opened
That is largely due to some misundersta
ing.

The Minister for Railways:
are open too,

Mr. MANN: TIf the Minister would I
at the condition under which our transp
has to be taken over the roads, he wo
realise the necessity for putting the tx
tracks in order. There is some misunc
standing between the Tramway Departm
and the Municipal Council. In Bulw
street the line has been open for month:

Mr. Corboy: Stirling-street has b
open for a matter of five months.

Mr. MANN: Tt is apparent that
tramway track was laid too high for
roadway on each side. Carters are now
gaged in removing the metal which cau
the raising of the track, with a view to
ering it again. After the metal had b
teken there, it is now being removed.

The Minister for Railways: The Tr
way Department accepted the levels |
surveys of the City Couueil.

Mr. MANN: The metal was carted tl
and the track was raised. This necessits
the raising of the road level on each s
The work bas remained in that eondition
some months,

Mr. Mayshall:
on the sand?

The Minister for Mines: Metal is 1
being earted to Bulwer-strezt and put on
track. None has been ecarted away.

Mr. MANWN: The Minister for Mine:
not in touch with the position.

The Minister for Mines: T travel over
road four times a day.

Mr, MANN: Men are taking the me
from ope point to the other.

The Minister for Mines: They are e
ing new metal there from to-day.

Mr. MANN: I urge upon the Mini
the nceessity for completing the work
mediately.

Subways do

The ro

Ts the track now rest
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The Minister for Hailways: 1 am move
suxions to cxpedite it than anyone else,

Mr. MANXN: 1 refer fo Bulwer-street,
Neweastle -sireet and Stivling-street.

The Minister for Mines: We are waiting
for the Council to finish Bulwer-street.

Mr. MANN: That road has nothing to do
with it, The track has been raised and the
metal has been put there. The Minister does
not know what he is talking about.

The Minister for Mines: 1 am not talking
of Stirling-streef, but of Bulwer-sireet.

Mr. MANN: And I am -talking of Stirl-
ing-street. It has been in a dangercus con-
dition for months. Vossibly the Minister
does not know what it is like. I would urge
upon him to have the work done at once.

The Minister for Railways: 1t is a matter
of getting the metal. The Uity Council said
they were going to snpply us, but they have
nol done so.

Mr. MANN: 1| know the Minister put the
work in hand in order to relieve the unem-
ployment, but surely it will not be left any
longer in an unfinished condition. There is
not sofficient space for the traflic and the
roadway is dangerous for fransport.

The Premier: Fortunately Stirling-street
ia a wide thoroughfare. 1 agree that it i=
inconvenient the way it is now.

Mr. Corboy: It is not safe.

Mr. MANN: The castern side of the road
is eompletely worn away, and a lot of money
will have to be spent to put if in order. The
question is, how long it will be allowed to re-
main in that eondition.

The Premier: It is at this ¢end of Stirling-
sircet. 1 go up and down it every day.

Mr., MANN: The street has been in tbhat
condition for n long time from the bridge to
Lorad-street.

The Minister for Railways: I have made
representations to the department. It is a
question of getting sufficient metal to enable
ns to get on with the job.

Mr. MANN: There must be some way of
overcoming the difficulty.  Our suburban
trein service is not entering seriously enough
into competition with the charabanes and
taxzi service between Fremantle and Midland
Junetion,

Mr. Marshall: Yon cannot expect the rail-
ways to compete with motor transport over
short distances.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member only knows
about the bush. With charabanes and taxis
there is only one ¢lass. There is no differen-
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tration between firsl und second-class. 1
suggest that the Minister for Railways con-
fer with the Cowmmissioner with a view to
having 4 ope-class railway service in the
suburban areas. I think this would render
that serviee far more popular than it is to-
day.

Mr. Corboy: 1 ain with you on that point.

Mr. MANN: By that means the suburban
railways would enter more closely into com-
petition with tuxis and charabanes, without
the owners of the motor vehieles being har-
ussed as is the case now. With reasonable
and legitimate competition on the part of
the ruilways Lhey would soon knock out
these motor vehicles,

Hon. G. Taylor: Why do not the tram-
ways knoek them out?

Mr. MANN: They are zll of one elass.

Hon. G. Taylor: But they do not knoek
vut the competition.

Mr. MANN: 7Thke trams are competing
with charabancs and taxis.

Hon. G. Taylor: Let the charabanes run
along the tramway track. They would soon
Tun the trams off the road.

Mr. MANN: The framways are competing
with and beating the motor services.

Hon. (i, Taylor: Becauss they are not
allowed to compete except on by-ways and
side-ways.

Mr. MANN: If the Minister would con-
fer with the Commissioner on the question
of establishing a one-class service on the
suburban railways, it would be the means
of defeating the motor service that is to-day
ecompeting with the railways for passenger
traffic.

Mr. Corboy: The idea of a one-class ser-
viee is good.

Mr, MANN: People travel in the one class
in the taxis, charabanes, and trams. Why
should there be two classes on the railway
service?

The Premier: A better class of people
travel on the railways than by charabane.

Mr. MANN: I do not think that is so.
At all events I submit this suggestion to the
Minister. I do not know whether it has
already occurred to him.

The Minister for Railways: It has oe-
curred to me. It would reduce our revenue
hy about 25 per cent.

Mr. MANN: That is very doubtful.

The Minister for Railways: We do not
fill up our second-class comportments, What
difference would it make if the compari-



ments were all of ope elass. Some people
prefer to travel urst-class and to pay moie.

Mr., MANN: The Minister might strile
a happy medium between the two classes.
‘Lhis service is eurning revenue for the State,
and it is of the greatest imporlauce that it
should be popularised. 1 wish to refer to
the salary of the Secretary for Railways.

The CHAIRMAN: I would not take items
at this moment if I were the hon. member.

My, MANN: The Secretary for Railways,
in comparison with the Under Secretaries
tor Mines and Works, is at a disadvantage
to the tune of something over £100 a year.

The Premier: The two positions eannot
be compared.

Mr. Corboy: Cne man gets free railway
passes.

The Premier: Moreover the salary of the
Secretary for Railways has been increased
of late years.

Alr. MANN: By £50 a year.

Mr. Corboy: And he has many privileges.

The Minister for Railways: He is work-
ing up to another maximum.

Mr. MANN: But be is at a disadvantage
of over £100 per year as compared with the
Under Secretavies for Mines and I’ublie
Works.

HON. G. TAYLOR (2lount Margaret)
111.25]:  In discussing Estiates involving
luge amounts of money we are handicapped
in being without the Audifor fieneral’s
report. We can only accept the figures
from each Minister, who has them ecare-
fully prepared and typed, and reads them
off. No member ean retain them and dis-
russ them. Tast vear's report of the
Auditor Genernl teems with irregularities;
but there is no use in digeussing them now,
ns they are two years old,

The Premier: The Auditor (eneral does
not deal with the Railway Department.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : We ought to have had
his report on the huge expenditure relating
1o Medieal and Flealth. I emphasise this
in the hope that something will be done.
1 the Aunditor General's office is unnder-
staffed, why does not he make that fact
known to the Premier? T do not desire to
move a motion on the suhject, hoping that
a reference to the absence of the report
while the Estimates are being considered
will suffice to induce the Auditor (eneral to
pet a move on. The Premier, of eourse, has
no control over that officer, who is sup-
posed to be the servant of Parliament only,
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li¢ does not allord Parliameut mucii help
through kis report, which is toe antiquated
hy the time it reaches us. It is pleasing fv
know that this is the only Australian State
in the position of having a surplus on its
railway aceounis, Queensland, indeed, has
a deficit of about two miilions sterling.
I'vesumably our satisfuaetory position, with
u profit of some £30,000, is due to our hav-
mg a very capable head of the Railway
Department. The depavimental heads and
the staff, too, must work well together Lo
achieve sueh a suceess. OF the salaries
under speeial Aets, that of the Commis-
sioner of Railways is the only onc which is
nol heing inereased on  these listimates.
The Auditor (ieneral's salary last year was
£800, and this year it is to be £1,000.

The Prerner: The Auditor (General has
heen on the £300 mark for over 20 years.

Perhaps this inercase will provide the
necessary stimulus.
Hou. . TAYLOR : Let us hope so. The

Minister has culogised lhe Commissioner
of Railways, and | would have been greatly
pleased had these Estimates disclosed some
recognition of the services rendered by that
oficer. From a calendar issued by the
Railway Department, showing how its carn-
ings ave disposed of. it appears that out of
the department's 365 working days the
resilts of only three days reach the Trea-
surer. Yet we find hon. members declaring
that the working costs of the department
should be increased by the prantine of
further privileges to the employees. Ap-
parenily some members think the Railway
Tepartment should be run for the benefit
of the railway cmployees. If special pro-
vision is to be made for railwar men, it
should be made for all employees of every
industry. Tn that case, all industries wonld
he called upon to provide for their em-
ployees when they had become past work.
There are hetween 7,000 and 8,000 men con-
cerned in the Railwavs, and there are con-
siderably more men thar that in outside
oceupations that are not covered at all
Those outside industries should earry their
emplovees in the same way as the railways
are to carry the railvay men. T do not
intend to say much about the long serviee
nuestion, concerning which &0 mueh has
been said already. I know that over three
voars ago it was given out withont any
hesitation whatever by those who were op-
noging me in my electorate that the then
Leader of the Opposition, the present Pre-
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mier, if returned to power, would see to it
that the first thing that was done would
be to grant long service leave.

The Premier: They had no such state-
ment from me.

Hon. G, TAYLOR:: I do not know what
happened elsewhere. It is all very well lv
54y now—--

The Premier: The man who opposed you
was half a lunatie.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: They were all lunn-
ties who opposed me during the last 27
years,

The Premier: As a matter of fact, yon
have been lucky.

on. . TAYLOR: It is passing
strange that the Premier’s leaders on every
oceasion have been there to support the
lupaties hut could not get the people to
aecept them.

The CHATRMAN: Order!
pothing to do with lunaties.

The Premier: Tt is coneeivable that even
bhalf a lunatic may be better than some
members,

Hon. . TAYLOR: That is so, but the
people at Mt. Margaret would have none
of your cheap jack democrats! At any rate
the statement regarding Labour’s intentions
in connection with long service leave far
the railway men was ladled ont, in the pre-
sence of the member for Menzies, by my
opponent,

Mr, Panfon: And I gave him a good
tongue-wanging afterwards.

The CHATRMAN: Order! T ask the
hon, member to keep to the Estimates.

Hon. . TAYLOR: This may be dis-
tastefnl to the Government and to you, Mr.
Chairman, but the statement I have re-
ferred to was ladled ount on two ccasions
in order to catch the votes of a few railway
men.

Mr. Sleeman: And the Government have
carried out the undertaking.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must diseyss the Estimates.

Hon. (. TATYLOR: Why deny it? That
is what I complain of. I hope the Govern-
ment will make the provision permanent hy
means of an Aet of Parliament, so that the
question will not keep eoming up at elee-
time time, Moreover unless that is done,
the concession may be wiped out by some
other political party. At any rate I will
not help to wipe it out.

Mr. Davy: Faney making the interests of
the railway men an issue at an election!

The vote has
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The Premier: It is ridiculous.

Mr. Davy: Of course it is.

Hon. @. TAYLOR: At any rate it is not
much to the eredit of the Government that
there has heen so much delay.

Vote put and passed.

I’otes—_’[‘ramwuyé, £3233,600; EBlectricity
Supply, £192,500; Stute Batteries, £28,779—
agreed 1o,

Yote—Cave House, £14,6:29:

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
{11.36): When I was at Cave House some
time ago it was apparent that more accom-
modation was required, I do not know
whether it has been provided. Certainly I
have not read in the Press that the Honorary
Minister, Mr. Hickey, has opened a pew
portion of the batel or a new bedroom there.
Of course, I have read about his having
opened a hotel elsewhere.

Mr. Mann: And a State school, too.

Hon. G. TAYILOR: Not so many schools
as hotels.

Me. Richardson: Mr. Hickey is the travel-
ling Minister.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: I suppose he has re-
ported to the Premier as to whether there
have been any improvements carried out at
Cave House during the year. If there were
double the present accommodation, it would
be crowded out for at least three months
of the year. I understand an elaborate
scheme of improvements was prepared, but 1
suppose it was so claborate that it scared
Governments off.

The Premier: Tt is under consideration
in connection with the Loan Estimates.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: I believe the scheme
involved an expenditure of about £27,000
and that was probably the cause of Gov-
ernments being seared.

The Premier: I do not knmow what will
happen this year. I have not finalised the
Loan Estimates yet.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [11.88]: Has
the Premier considered the question of leas-
ing the Statc hotels?

The CHAIRMAN: The vote refers to
Cave Ilouse and not to State Hotels.

Mr. DAVY: I wam dealing with the
general in regard to the particulars. Cave
House is one of the State hotels and surely I
may ask the Premier whether he has con-
sidered the lensing of the State hotels, of
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which Cave House is one. FHas the Premiar
considered the leasing of Cave House?

The Premier: I am considering it.

Mr. DAVY: May 1 urge the Premier o
congider it with favour, because no one can
look at the refurns of the State hotels, in-
cluding Cave House, without realising that,
after making proper allowance for amounts
that should e puaid, the present system is
thoroughly unprofitable. State hotels showed
some small contribution to the revenue last
year, but if proper allowanees had been
made that coniribution would have been
ridiculous. I think one smnll hotel in the
hands of private enterprise and situated as
fuvourably as are some of the Stale hotels,
would show as big a profit as all the State
hotels put together,

The Minister for Mines: And wonld
charge double the price for sccommoda-
tion,

Mr. DAVY: I o not sure that the prices
charged at State hotels furnish the things
the people desire,

The Minister for Mines: There is no bei-
ter resort than the Cave [Tonse in Western
Australia.

Mr. DAVY: T agrce that it has physical
advantages quite unique.

Mr. Panton: TUnder privaie enterprise the
prices would he doubled.

Mr. DAVY: No. Is the Bruce Roek hotei
any cheaper than hotels in Northam?

Mr. Panlon: We were talking about the
Cave House.

Mr. DAVY: Well, that is incomparable
beecause Nature has conferred on it enor-
mous advantages. If that place were leased it
would be run on better lines than it is &t pre-
sent. I do not know that the price is every-
thing. When o man takes himself and his
family to Gave House, what he wants is
service.

Mr. Chesson:

Mr. DAVY:
eonsideration.
service.

Mr. Panton: You want to keep the Cave
Hounse for the select few,

Mr. DAVY: Not at all. Jowever, what T
rose to ask was whether the Treasurer is
geriously considering the pntting of the State
hotels, including Cave House, into the hands
of private enterprise by leasing them, and so
making a mueh greater profit out of the pub-
lic funds invested in those places.

At reasonable prices.

Yeos, but that is a secondary
TWhat he wants is first-class

[ASSEMBLY.!

MR. MANN (Perth) [11.44]: The gues
tion is whether Cave Flouse is being run for
revenug or Yor the eonvenience of the peopl
who desive to uge it. If it is for Lhe con.
venienee of the people, it is not filling the
bill, for it bas not suflicient accominodation
In the season one desiring aecommodatio:
there must cither put in hig applieation very
carly or be able to exercise a wood deal o
influence.  Guests there are sleeping on th
verandahs, and practically on the roadway
IC the place is there for the convenience ¢
the people, it is not lilling the bill.

The Minister for Mines: Just the same
it is pretty popular.

Mr. MANN: Because it is the only ac
commodation near to the caves. Really i
is the enves that are popular.

The Minister for Mines: There is a pri
vate holel close to the eaves at Augunsta
It costs one three times as much, and is no
nearly so good as the Cave House.

My, MANN: The position of the Cav
House and the position at Augusta, 70 mile
away, cannot he compared. Cave Hous
should Le o convenience for those desirin;
to see Lhe caves, but there s not sufficien
necommodation,

The Minister for Mines:
not.

Mr. MANN: Very well, 1 have gaine
my point, and the Minister's interjectin
has been waste of time. Now if Cave Houns
is being run for revenue it is not filling th
Lill cither, beeanuse the Government coul
et far more from it if it were lensed.

Mr. Sleeman: And ordinary plain fol
would never get into it.

The Minister for Mines: Only one ecla-
wonld get there if the place were in privat
hands.

My, MANN: Docs the Minister mean hi
own class?

The Minister for Mines: Prior to thi
vear I evuld not have gone there if the plac
had been in private hands. Most certainl
I could not have gone there on £610 a yen

Mr. MANN: Even as it is, a man on th
basic wage could not afford to go ther
However, there is not sufficient aceomme
dation for those who desire to go, TIf th
place were twice the size, it would still t
filled. If the Government do not inien
to inerease the accommodation they woul
be well advised to lease the place. makin
it a condition that the aeecommodation sha
he inereased. Jf they want the tariff ¢

I know theve t
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remain reasonable they could make that alse
a condition of the lease.

THE PREMIER (lon. ', Collier—Boul-
der) [11.49] I quite agree with what has
been said about the accommodation at Caves
Houge, 1t is altogether insufficient for that
veriod of the year embraecing the holidays—
for some four months or more. I had a
holiday there ouce, and my experience was
that the overcrowding was so great that
proper serviee could not be rendered to
those that were there. People were sleeping
on verandahs and balconies and the place
was overerowded, 1t would cost £20,000 to
a0, 000 to provide the necessary uccommo-
dation and T think we could find better use
for the money than by speuding it te pro-
vide holiday resorts for the people. I do
not know that it is the function of the State
fo provide, at vonsiderable expense, places
where people may spend their holidays.
P’revious Treasurers have refused to make
money available for the purpose and I have
refused it each year since 1 took office. T
am rather surprised that another aecom-
modation house has not been established
there.

Mr. Mann: A license could not be ob-
lained for it

The PREMIER : That would be a matter
for the licensing hench to decide.

Hon, G, Tayler: Is it not ull Crown lani
there?

The PREMIER : There is plenty of pri-
vato property around the Cave House. T do
not know whether two liouses would pay,
having regard to the faet that the business
wonld cover only abont one-third of the
vear, but even so, the place is so popular
that ¥ helieve another house wounld pay.
However, in these fimes, when money is
necded for so many more important par-
poses, [ cannot provide a large sum to make
accommodation available for all the people
who wonld care fo o there.

Mr. Mann: Why not lease it?

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[11.55]7: The Cave House, including the
eaves of the South-West, ete,, is estimated
to cost £14,029 this vear. The aetual rev-
enue in 1926-27 was £16,279. T do not know
what the capital cost of the Cave House is
or whether any provision is made for meet-
ing obligations conneeted with capital cost.
If sueh provision has to be made it might be
possifle to do better by calling tenders
for the lease of Cave House.
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The Premier: That is the net revenuc,
Interest is paid as on State hotels plus all
charges such as sinking fund and deprecia-
tion,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: That amount is nei
to the Treasury?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. Davy: Would there be any aceount
showing the other charges?

The Premier: In the balance sheet of
the State liotels are shown interest, sinking
fuud and other charges.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We provide salaries
amoeunting to £529, and general developmeat
and maintenanece, transport, ete., amount to
£13,500, making a total of £14,029. The
estimated revenue this year is £16,500,
Fhas we do not carn a great deal on the
outlay.

The Prentier; It is a business that ex-
lends over only o few months.

AMr. Mann: Properly eonducted, it would
run seven months.

Tlon. G T AYLOR : The Minister advanced
good argument for not extending the Cava
lHouse. The estimated cost of improve-
ments submitted some years ago was about
£27,000. Any Treasurer would baulk at
such a sum, though, if it were made avail-
able, many more people would patronise the
Cave Huuse. Numbers of people would lika
to gu there for periods from November to
April, but they are unable {o get accom-
modation. I believe that all the accom-
modation for Christmas was booked up in
I’erth in about two hours.

Mr. Withers: No; in forty minutes.

My, Panton: A good deal of preferential
honking went on.

Ilon. G. TAYLOR : That shows the
popunlarity of the place. If there were accom-
modation for double the number of people,
it wonld be filled right up to Easter. I
found it difftenlt to get aceommodation.
The Cave House is a fine place, and the
aceommodation and attention are all thay
one eould desire. I cannot remember hav-
ing stayed at any hotel or mecommodation
honse where I was better catered for than
nt the Cave House.

Mr. Davy: You were not there incognito.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No, I was there in a
sac sunit.

The Minister for Mines: Ninety-nine ount
of every hundred patrons are of the same
opinion. We have a good man in charge.

Hon. . TAYLOR: During the fortnight
I was there T kept my ears open for com-
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plaints and conversed with almost every-
binly staying there, but not 5 word of eom-
plaint was o be heard.

The Premier: The management always
has a dillicult task on account of the over-
crowding.

Hon., G, TAYLOR: That is so. People
were sleeping on the verandahs and many
were glad to get a shake-down, but the
overcrowding did not affeet the table. 1
am sorry the Premier eannot sea his way
to provide fuvther accommodation, though
it scems thal nothing tangible could be
done without incurring a large ontlay. The
Government should take all the State hotels
into consideration.

MR. MANN (Perth) [12.2]: I suggest
that the Premter should spend at least
£3,000 on the Cave House.

The Premier: Une eannot do anything
with that.

Mre, MANN: Is the plage tu vemain for
all {ime in its present eondition? The East-
ern States are booming their caves and other
pleasure resorts. In the holiday season in
this State hundreds of people come from the
goldelds and the North-West looking for
aftractive phees in which to spend their
leisnre trme, but if they desire to go to Cme
House they cannot get accommodation there.
The Prewier should at least put up another
hungalow,

The P'remier: That would mean a new
kitechen and dining-room.

Me., MANN : Cave House cannot be
allowed to eontimme in its present ohsolete
condition.

The Premier: Why deed nnt private en-
terprise enter the field?

Mr. MANN: Beeause people counld not get
a license. Tf the Premier would indicate to
the Licensing Bench his desire that private
enterprise should step in, and would give
people some sceurity of tenure. even if part
of the bargain was that so much money had
to be spent on providing the neeessary ac-
commaodation. no doubt it would he possible
withont much diffienlty to arrance for a
lease.

The Premier: 1t is not for me to make
suggestions to the Licensing Bench.

Mr. MANN: The Government are playing
the part of doe in the manger in this mat-
ter. They will do nothing themselves, and
will not allow other people to do anything.

[ ASSEMBLY .}

The Premicr: There is privale property
down therve abll over the place,

Mr, MANN That may be, but a boardinz-
louse i= not a hostel, and the tarift would
not he the same. [ suggest that the Gov-
eriinent shonld enlarge the present kitehen
to emahle 20 or 30 more persons to he caterad
for, mul that a new bungalow should he
erected.

The P*remier: There are scores of holiday
resorts aromnb our eonst to which people
gould go.

Mr. MANN: Uat wothing like Cave
[Touse.  H the Premier wonld eall for ten-
ders for the leasing of the place for ten
vears or 20, provided the lessee was willins
to furnish accommodation for another 51
persons, | am sure he wonld soon reeeive o
namber of applieations.

The Premicr: Not on the present tariff
of U5 a day.

Mr. MAXNN: If the Government ean make

it pay nat that figuee, private enterpri-e
eould do so.
The Preomier: T eoudd -pemd another

£20,60 there and nmake the place pay in-
levest on (he amoant, 1f we charged a tarilV
sueh as would he charged by private peojdle.

Mr. MANY: The Premier, in making the
contract, coulld speeify what tariff shounld
he chareed,

The 1’remier: [cople ¢ould not get ac-
commodation like this anywhere in Aus-
fralin Tor less than six guineas a week.

Mr. MAXNN: I the Government cannot
enlavge the present accommodation, they
should lease the house under restrieted
conditions.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Sale of Government Property Trust
Account, £121411— agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL—RACING RESTRIGTION,

leceived from the Couneil and, on mo-
tion by Mr. North, read a first time.

BILL- LOAN AND INSCRIBED STOCK
(SINKING FUND).

Returned from the Council withont amend-
ment.

MTouse adjourned at 12,10 a.m. {Thurs.).



